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Taking the reins

Bolton ready to lead Senior
Center into post-COVID world

By JACOB MARROCCO

MATT BOLTON

As Anthony Zompa
retires from his role as
director of the Johnston
Senior Center after two
decades, Matt Bolton
is ready to step up and
lead the group into a
post-pandemic world.

Bolton, 27, graduated

| from Villanova Univer-
| sity

in Pennsylvania
with a degree in soci-
ology, almost immedi-
ately putting it to work
at the Cranston Senior
Enrichment Center. Last
year, he pivoted to a

new position at the JSC,
where he learned about

the community under the tutelage of Zompa and
Assistant Director Mildred Santilli.
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Learning their sacrifice
Diane Clift was walking through Johnston War Memorial Park this weekend when she witnessed this candid

moment between a father and daughter. Clift said the man was teaching his daughter about the importance of
veterans. (Photo courtesy Diane Clift)

MOVING ON: JSC Director Tony Zompa, pictured
here in an old ID photo, announced his retirement
after 20 years. (Submitted photo)

Zompa retires from
JSC after two decades

By SUN RISE STAFF

Johnston Senior Cen-
ter Director Anthony
Zompa made it official
this month when he an-
nounced his retirement
after 20 years of work-
ing for the town’s elder-
ly community.

Zompa said that he
and his wife of 56 years
have “many new adven-
tures ahead of us.” His
farewell letter, which
can be read in its entire-
ty below, will be includ-
ed in the latest edition
of the JSC newsletter:

“There is a universal
truth that we all have to
face, whether we want

to or not, everything
eventually ends. As
much as I've looked for-
ward to this day, I've al-
ways disliked endings.
Last day of summer, the
final chapter of a great
book, parting ways
with a close friend. But
endings are inevitable.
Leaves fall, you close
the book. You say good-
bye. Today is one of
those days for me.

“As I look back on the
accomplishments, I feel
happy for what we’ve
done at the JSC. We
have worked endlessly
to create a Center that
has brought so much joy
to so many. It is a place

to get acquainted with
new friends, visit with
old friends, enjoy trips
and activities, a place to
receive education on so
many topics, where many
services are offered, and
so much more!

“I'm remembering our
beginnings. 1 picture a
dumpster floating in the
water of the parking lot,
while we're being flooded
in the ‘old” building on
Priscilla Lane. We went
from there to a beautiful
‘state of the art’ building
that we have been in since
2007. Mayor [Joseph]
Polisena, as incoming
mayor, opened the doors
to the NEW Johnston

Senior Center! We went
from 100 members and
gradually to over 3000!

“One of the highlights
was to receive National
Accreditation from the
NCOA for our center,
which reflects the high
standard of service that
has always been given to
our seniors.

“We had dinner dances,
New Year’s Eve parties,
and many fun trips here
and abroad. All the great
times we have had togeth-
er!

“As 1 say goodbye, I
want to thank every-
one that has made all of
this a wonderful experi-
ence!”

Perfect storm’ spurs rising demand, prices for homes

By JOHN HOWELL

COVID-19 is blamed
for a lot of ills, but like so
many things in life, there’s
also a silver lining. Such is
the housing market.

For months, Realtors
have moaned there’s
not enough inventory

of homes to meet the
demand. According to
Leann D’Ettore, presi-
dent of the Rhode Island
Real Estate Association,
the state is faced with
a 1.2-month supply of
homes, the lowest it has

been since 1988.

The result is that peo-
ple — especially first-time
homebuyers, D’Ettore
said — are finding it ex-
tremely difficult to buy
a home. While they may
have great credit, they are
being outbid by buyers
with cash — and who, in
some instances, are buy-
ing when having only
seen a video of the prop-
erty and without requir-
ing inspections. Houses
are being sold within
hours of being placed on
the market and frequently

for more than the asking

price.

How could this be?
What's created the fren-

zy?

Listening to D’Ettore,
the pandemic has had a
lot to do with it. In her
words it has been a “per-

fect storm.”

She said as a result of
shutdown,
people were either laid
off or worked from home.
They discovered what
was missing from their

last year’s
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LINED UP: More than 40 prospective buyers lined the sidewalk outside 76 Com-
munity Drive in Cranston last Saturday to look at a house that went on the market
April 14. It was listed for $250,000 and reportedly is now under contract. (Sun Rise
photo)
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LeafGuard®

D
YEARS BACKED
BY THE SEAL

« Seamless, one-piece system, keeps
out leaves, debris & more.

« Eliminates the risk of falling off a

c|°g Free Guaranteed! ladder to clean clogged gutters.

~ Guaranteed not to clog for as long
as you own your home, or we wiII!

Durable, all-weather tested system.

BONUS OFFER

N Recelve a $25 Lowe’s gift card

. with FREE in-home estimate
o : All participants who attend an estimated 60-90 minute in-home product consultation H
1 will receive a $25 gift card. Retail value is $25. Offer sponsored by LeafGuard Holdings

1 Inc. Limit one per household. Company procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter 1
Does not include cost of material. Expires 6/30/21.

‘ clean your gutters for free.

1 protection. This offer i valid for homeowners over 18 years of age. If married or in- 1
3 Volved with a life partner, both cohabitating persons must attend and complete pre-
1 sentation together. Participants must have a photo ID, be able to understand English,
1 and be legally able to enter into a contract. The following persons are not eligible for 1
1 this offer: employees of Company or affiliated companies or entities, their immediate 1
| family members, previous participants in a Company in-home consultation within the |
1 past 12 months and all current and former Company customers. Gift may not be ex-
1 tended, transferred, or substituted except that Company may substitute a gift of equal 1
1 or greater vlue i it deems it necessary.Gift card will be mailed to the participant via 1
y first class United States Mail or e-mailed within 21 days of receipt of the promotion
1 form. Not valid in conjunction with any other promotion or discount of any kind. Offer
' not sponsored or promoted by Lowe’s and is subject to change without notice prior to |
: reservation. Expires 6/30/21.

Call Today for a FREE In-Home Estimate

(855) 742-6501

LeafGuard operates as LeafGuard of New England in Massachusetts under MA HIC
registration number 191456 and in Rhode Island under Rl Contractor Reg. #42097

Live COMFORT eerceormno
N & SECURITY  me=inezres

- Maintenance-free lifestyle
» Restaurant-style dining
« Fun wellness activities

+ 24-hour emergency
response system

« Health screenings & specialized
infection prevention
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THE BRIDGE
AT CHERRY HILL

AN ASSISTED LIVING COMMUNITY

Call 401.233.2880 to learn more.
1 Cherry Hill Road
Johnston, R102919
CherryHillBridge.comw

NOW ACCEPTING NEW RESIDENTS!
JOHNSTON

SUNRISE %0{%%:4

Celebrate your Mom or someone who has been “like mom”, for a chance
one of these great prizes:

%25 GIFT CERTIFICATE o
PaLs ey

%25 GIFT
GERTITFOI CATE

2.Like our Mother’s Day Contest post

9’7/1”(1.9{/, (//w; )

%25 GIFT CERTIFICATE

Fire at Baffoni’s Poultry Farm Kkills
3K chickens, no injuries to staff

By JACOB MARROCCO

Baffoni’s Poultry Farm
posted on  Facebook
Wednesday morning that
a fire in one of its coops re-
sulted in no staff injuries,
but roughly 3,000 chickens
were killed.

The account’s Face-
book page said the blaze
began around 5 am. In a
statement released on the
page later that morning,
the farm thanked custom-
ers for their “patience and
understanding” as staff
works to remain open at
usual capacity. The cause of
the fire remains unknown,
and a call to Johnston Fire
Chief Peter Lamb was not
returned before press time.

“We are overwhelmed
by the outpouring of sup-
port from our customers
and the community,” the
statement reads. “We are
especially grateful to the
Johnston Fire Department
for working quickly to ex-
tinguish the fire ... We will
rebuild and we will con-
tinue to provide the com-
munity with our farm fresh
poultry products. Thank
you for your continued
support through this diffi-
cult time!”

PUTTING OUT THE BLAZE: Baffoni's Poultry Farm’s
Facebook page posted this photo of the Fire Depart-
ment extinguishing Wednesday morning’s fire. While
no staff members were injured, 3,000 chickens died.
(Photo courtesy of Baffoni’s Poultry Farm)

Well wishes poured in
for the Johnston staple,
with members of the com-
munity saying they were
sorry to hear about the fire
but grateful everyone was
able to stay safe.

“All of us are so sorry to

have heard the news this
morning,” one commenter
wrote.

“Sorry to hear this,” one
other response reads. “You
folks are an inspiration and
are truly a cornerstone of
local agriculture in RI!”

Rondeau’s Kickboxing to hold free
self-defense class at Open House

By PETE FONTAINE

“We're having what will
be an eventful day,” Becky
Rhodes, who works and
trains at Rondeau’s Kick-
boxing in Johnston, an-
nounced earlier this week
ahead of Saturday’s open
house. “We’ll have every-
thing from a free self-de-
fense class to vendors as
well as raffles within a five-
hour period.”

The headliner for the
weekend will be none other
than Christina Rondeau,
a true Rhode Island icon
and famous United States
Champion kickboxer who
will show off her newest,
spacious and state-of-the-
art training facility located
at 1408 Atwood Ave.

Rondeau, who is also
known for her tireless chari-
table work, also owns and

CONTEST

for them to win

BOUQUET QOF FLOWERS

FROM

S

O,

Warwick 2 Mall

HERE’'S HOW TO ENTER: 1. Like and Follow our Johnston SunRise Facebook Page
3.Leave a comment about what makes your “mom” such a special lady

Deadline for entries is Friday, April 30th

Winners will be announced in the May 7th edition of the Johnston SunRise

CHAMP’S
Famed U.S. Champion/
Johnson business woman
Christina Rondeau will host
a unique and free open

CORNER:

house-like event tomor-
row from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. a
1408 Atwood Ave. in John-
ston. (Submitted photos)

operates a smaller facility
on Killingly Street that was
once a Cumberland Farms
convenience store.

Saturday’s activity,
though, will be held at the
new and colorful Atwood
Avenue location and will
begin at 9 a.m. and continue
until 2 p.m.

“The day will start at
9 o’clock in the morning,
so please come and check
out our classes in action,”
Rhodes said. “We're invit-
ing people to take advan-
tage of this phenomenal
opportunity to attend our
Fitness Kickboxing Classes
that will be held at 9:30 and
10:30 a.m.”

She added: “Then, at ap-
proximately 11:15, our kids’

class will be available for
children ages 7 to 12. Please,
come and see what all the
talk is about, as you get the
best workout of our life.
No experience is necessary
and our instructors will be
working with you during
each class.”

Rhodes also announced
that Rondeau, a 5th-Degree
Black Belt who has owned
and operate Rondeau’s
Kickboxing for years, will
be teaching a free Self-
Defense Class for adults
and children over age 14.
During the class, the par-
ticipants will learn effective
and proven self-defense
and personal safety tech-
niques all at absolutely no
charge.

The day will also in-
clude exhibition fights that
Rhodes said will start at 1
p-m., and members will step
into the ring to raise money
for Knockout Wishes, the
famed charity that Rondeau
founded and continues to
support each and every
year. Funds are utilized to
help others in the commu-
nity who are going through
hardships.

So, as Rhodes added:
“Please stop by and check
out what we are all about.
She said the say will include
books signings, vendors,
raffles and prizes and that
Rondeau, who has authored
several interesting books in-
cludes the children’s book
- ‘Wimp and Made with
Love’ — will be available for
both signings throughout
the day’s events.”

Vendors are also being
accepted and those that are
interested should call Ron-
deau at (401) 996-5425 or
infor@rkblivd.com.
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‘Screenagers’ returns to help
ease youth stress

By JACOB MARROCCO

As the COVID-19 pan-
demic forced schools to
adjust to virtual learn-
ing for more than a
year, screen time and
stress have skyrocketed
among kids and teenag-
ers.

Patricia Sweet, direc-
tor of prevention pro-
gramming at Tri-Coun-
ty Community Action
Agency and director
of the Southern Provi-
dence County Regional
Prevention Coalition, is
out to help those expe-
riencing high levels of
anxiety. Tri-County and
the Coalition will host
a free online screening
of “Screenagers Next
Chapter: ~ Uncovering
Skills for Stress Resil-
ience” on Wednesday,
April 28, at 7 p.m., with
a question-and-answer
session following the
viewing with health
center clinicians.

A promotional flyer
for the event explains
that the movie follows

filmmaker and physi-
cian Dr. Delaney Ruston
as “she discovers solu-
tions for improved ad-
olescent well-being in
the digital age.” Those
interested in registering
can visit tinyurl.com/
SPCscreenagers.

“We witness Delaney
as she finds her way
from ineffective parent-
ing to much-improved
strategies,” the release
reads. “We follow oth-
er personal stories of
families from an array
of backgrounds with a
spectrum of emotional
challenges. We also ob-
serve approaches in
schools that provide
strategies relevant be-
yond the classroom set-
ting. Interwoven into
the stories are surpris-
ing insights from brain
researchers, psycholo-
gists, and thought lead-
ers that reveal evidence-
based ways to support
mental wellness among
our youth.”

Sweet said, via the
press release, that the

film is “extremely ben-
eficial for parents to
help their teens as they
struggle with their emo-
tional well-being in our
screen and stress-filled
world.”

“COVID has really
put a strain on families,
not just the kids, every-
body is pretty stressed
out ... ‘Screenagers’ has
been around for a while
and they did ‘Screenag-
ers I,” which really em-
phasized and concen-
trated on screen time,
that the kids are behind
the screen, which was
OK when we were wor-
ried about screens,”
Sweet said during an in-
terview last week. “But
with COVID going on,
we can’t worry about
screen time because
these poor kids have no
choice but to be behind
the screen due to their
virtual learning and ev-
ery other thing.”

The first film to
which Sweet alludes is
“Screenagers: Growing
up in the Digital Age,”

which the release says
was screened more than
8,000 times to 4 million
people in 70 countries.
The feature has also
been mentioned in the
New York Times, The
Washington Post and
on the Today Show and
Good Morning America.

“So ‘Screenagers’
came up with one called,
‘Screenagers Chapter II/
which deals more with a
parent trying to work with
their kid who is stressed
out, between screens and
life, and so much happen-
ing and going on,” Sweet
said. “I contacted ‘Screen-
agers’ and set up to have
a viewing ... they work
with you and help you
out.”

Sweet said screen time
has had a “major im-
pact” on students across
the region. Focusing
on Chromebooks, lap-
tops and tablets has
been “extremely nega-
tive,” as kids’ social
engagement plummets
and stress continues to
climb.

“These poor kids are
just about at this point
shutting down from
having to be behind the
screen so much with all
the virtual learning,”
Sweet said. “I just look
at myself as an adult
who’s aware, and I have
meetings that have been
on Zoom since March,
and meeting after meet-
ing on Zoom is just ex-
hausting and extremely
stressful. I can’t even
imagine what it’s like to
be a young teenager or
a young adolescent and
being told you have to
sit behind a screen and
do all your schoolwork
with minimal interac-
tion.”

Sweet said it has been
“very difficult” for the
coalition and Tri-Coun-
ty during the pandemic,
as all meetings were
moved to virtual plat-
forms and she and her
coworkers cope with
limited face-to-face
time.

She said the groups
have adjusted and fig-

ured out new ways to
reach the community,
and those efforts have
been “extremely suc-
cessful.” “Screenagers”
will be the latest in a
long line of initiatives to
reach local kids as they
continue to struggle.

“I'm the kind of per-
son who loves to see
non-verbal cues. It helps
for better engagement
and better communica-
tion but it’s been really
difficult,” Sweet said.
“We all learned how to
play the Zoom game,
make things different so
that my members don’t
fall asleep while they’re
at my meeting by engag-
ing them with chat and
trying to get informa-
tion out to parents and
to youth has been very
challenging. Normally
we’re in the school, we
work with the school,
we're at events outside
of the school to greet
the community, and we
have not had an op-
portunity to do that for
over a year.”

Spotlight on sexual violence: Every 73 seconds,
another American experiences sexual assault

By ARDEN BASTIA

For the Elizabeth Buf-
fum Chace Center, Sex-
ual Assault Awareness
Month is more than just
a note on the April cal-
endar.

It’s a chance to pro-
vide community edu-
cation and support for
survivors, renewing a
commitment to end-
ing sexual violence.
Throughout the month,
the center has used
their social media plat-
forms, like Facebook,
to provide Sexual As-
sault Awareness Month
(SAAM) statistics, de-
bunk myths, and offer
community resources.

Stephanie Joyal, a sex-
ual assault counselor for
EBCC, said the goal of
Sexual Assault Aware-
ness Month is to make
the community aware of
the services available to
sexual assault survivors
and resources for family
and friends.

“Do we necessar-
ily have every resource?
No,” Joyal said in an
interview on Monday.
“But we want folks
to know were here to
guide them and provide
resources. If we don't
have the answers, we
can certainly point them
in the right direction.”

To amplify the im-
portance of SAAM,
Warwick Mayor Frank
Picozzi signed a proc-

lamation last Friday re-
inforcing the collabora-
tion between the EBCC
and the City of Warwick
to educate and support
the community.

“We see every day
that sexual assault is not
confined to any group
or groups of people, but

crosses all economic,
racial, gender, educa-
tional, religious, and

societal barriers. Crimes
of sexual assault vio-
late an individuals pri-
vacy, dignity, security
and humanity,” wrote
Rachel Caliri, coordina-
tor of social media and
grant development at
EBCC, in an email. “Vic-
tims should have help
to find the compassion,
comfort, and healing
they need, and abus-
ers should be punished
to the full extent of the
law.”

Along with Mayor
Frank Picozzi, Cranston
Mayor Ken Hopkins and
Johnston Mayor Joseph
Polisena also issued
proclamations, bringing
community awareness
to SAAM and the ser-
vices provided by the
EBCC.

“We want to make
the community aware,
and maybe it’ll intrigue
people to learn a little
more about us or reach
out to us to take part
in our services or train-
ings,” Caliri said in
an interview on Mon-

day. “We want to em-
phasize that we offer
services that are com-
pletely free, including
our hotline. There are so
many victims out there
we haven’t reached or
might have missed.”

RAINN, the Rape,
Abuse & Incest Na-
tional Network, reports
that on average, there
are 433,648 victims aged
12 and older of rape
and sexual violence
each year in the United
States. Every 73 sec-
onds, another Ameri-
can experiences sexual
assault. One out of six
American women and
one in 10 American men
have been the victim of
an attempted or com-
pleted rape in their life-
time.

According to other
statistics on the EBCC
Facebook page, only 230
out of every 1,000 sexu-
al assaults are reported
to the police, meaning
three out of four go un-
reported.

“We encourage sexu-
al assault victims and
their families to seek as-
sistance from appropri-
ate victims’ services or-
ganizations such as the
Elizabeth Buffum Chace
Center where they can
receive free counsel-
ing, support, and wrap
around services,” Caliri
wrote in an email. “We
hope to increase public
awareness of sexual as-

sault and its prevalence,
and to service victims
while eliminating it
through prevention and
education.”

On Wednesday, the
EBC provided a free vir-
tual training, Sexual As-
sault 101, that gave the
community a chance to
learn about the defini-
tions, myths, facts, and
dynamics that tend to
occur in sexual assault
situations, plus a brief
overview of RI laws and
the justice system, Joyal
said.

The next free virtual
training is on Wednes-
day, April 28, at 6 p.m.,
covering the topic of
youth internet safety.
According to Joyal,
this training is targeted
towards parents and
adults that work with
children. Joyal wants to
equip them with tools
to open up discussions
with kids about whats
safe to post, what isnt
safe to post, safe web-
sites, and tips for avoid-
ing  exploitation  of
youth online.

The training will
cover youth internet
use, risks of exploita-
tion, grooming, bribes,
black mail, and more.
To register for the train-
ing, visit ebccenter.org.
Community organiza-
tions and businesses
can also register for
workshops and work-
force development pro-

grams with the EBC.

“These trainings are
opportunities to inform
the public, to dispel
some myths and mis-
conceptions around
sexual assault in our so-
ciety, and to educate the
community about the
reality of the impacts
of sexual assault,” Joy-
al said in an interview.
“We want to let the
community know that
were here to support
sexual assault survivors
and their families.”

Serving the communi-
ty through outreach and
education is what the
center knows well, but
over the last year, the
pandemic has greatly
impacted how the EBC
interacts with the com-
munity.

Caliri explained that
even though virtual is
new for the EBC, they’re
embracing the change.

This year, the centers
annual Run for the Ros-
es Kentucky Derby fun-
draiser won’t be held
at the Warwick Coun-
try Club. Instead, the
center is taking its an-
nual fundraiser virtual,
where guests are still
encouraged to don their
derby finery.

“We would love to
have a little party, but
things  aren’t quite
under wraps like we
thought they would
be,” Caliri said. “This
is our first virtual fun-

draiser, but the annual
derby fundraiser has
been a part of EBC since
way before I started
working here. People
look forward to this and
we didn’t want to miss
another year.”

This year, the event
includes a raffle, online
auction, and livestream of
the Kentucky Derby race
on May 1 at 6:30 p.m. on
the EBCC Facebook page.
Raffle tickets can be pur-
chased and entered at the
center starting April 27
from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. The
live online auction starts
April 27 at 11 a.m. Raffle
and auction prizes in-
clude gift certificates, Red
Sox tickets, golf packages,
a gateway to Siesta Key
and more. To view the
prizes, visit ebccenter.
org/derby.

“We’re hoping the
event is a success,”
Caliri said. “The lack
of events over the past
year has really taken a
toll on us and other or-
ganizations. We’'d like
to make an impact this
year.”

For more information
about resources or ser-
vices provided by the
Elizabeth Buffum Chace
Center, call (401) 738-
9700 or email info@ebc-
center.org. The EBCC
hotline is (401) 738-
1700, and the statewide
hotline, which can be
accessed 24/7, is 1-800-
494-8100.
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by Rochelle Rhodes, D.M.D. and David McFarland, D.D.S.

AVOIDING BABY BOTTLE TOOTH DECAY

When it comes to mealtime for infants,
the process is often limited to feeding and
burping. However, there is an important third
step that is often ignored. Milk, both breast
and formula, containg natural sugars that can
cling to a child’s teeth and cause a condition
known as haby bottle tooth decay or “bottle
rot” Fortunately, this is avoidable with post-
meal oral hygiene. If the baby’s testh are just
breaking through the qums, a gauze pad can
be used to wipe them down after feeding,
including the gums and areas where there are
no teeth yet. Parents should begin brushing
their children’s teeth when the first one comes
in and flossing as soon as two of them touch,

A lack of reliable, up to date information

can pose a significant hazard to quality dental
health, which is why we present our weekly
column to our friends and neighbors here
in Johnston. From taking care of children’s
teeth early on to helping seniors deal with
the special circumstances inherent to the
aging process, we've got our patients’ needs
covered at DENTAL ARTS GROUP. Our friendly,
dedicated professional dental team at 1136
Hartford Ave., Johnston, has the experience
with today’s state-of-the-art dentistry to bring
a smile to our patients’ faces. Call 401-521-
3661 for an appointment.

PS. If a bahy falls asleep easier with a bottle,
the bottle should contain only water to avoid
baby bottle tooth decay.

www.dentalartsgroupri.com

JUMP IN

COLLEGE HERE YOU COME!

Admission Information Events -
check our events page for dates

* College Planning Step by Step
* School Selections
* College Essay
* Completing the Common App
* Free Guides and Timelines Available
* Financial Aid Information & Assistance

)
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OF RHODE ISLAND

GE Schedule a free appointment
at CollegePlanningCenter.org
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ON THE BOARD: MedRecycler has leased space at 1600 Division Road in West Warwick in anticipation of

operating a facility to process upwards of 70 tons of medical waste daily when it gains the required approvals.

(Sun Rise photo)

McKee, AG have concerns, MedRecycler
defends plan to treat medical waste

By JOHN HOWELL

With Attorney General
Peter Neronha and now
Gov. Dan McKee having
raised questions about a
proposed medical waste
facility in West Warwick,
don’t expect the drumbeat
to stop the project to less-
en — or for the company
seeking to use a new tech-
nology to treat upwards
of 70 tons of waste daily
to fold up its tent.

Denise Lopez - who
grew up in East Green-
wich and, after a profes-
sional career of consulting
in New York and Boston,
returned 14 years ago
to raise a family - has
spearheaded the drive to
kill MedRecycler’s pro-
posal to operate from
48,167 square feet of the
549,607-square-foot  in-
dustrial-zoned building at
1600 Division St.

“We're going to keep
the conversation going,”
Lopez vowed Friday.

Neronha released a let-
ter on the deadline for
submittal of comments to
the Department of Envi-
ronmental Management.
The Attorney General
called on DEM for a “stay
its review of MRI's ap-
plication until the proper
technology analysis is
conducted and all re-
quired certifications are
obtained pursuant to the
Refuse Disposal Act and
its implementing Medical
Waste regulations.”

Asked at his Tuesday
press conference if he sup-

ported a stay of the project
until further study is com-
pleted, Gov. McKee urged
caution, adding that the
“verdict is out” on the
safety of the MedRecycler
technology. He also sug-
gested an additional hear-
ing.

In response to Neronha’s
letter, spokeswoman Gail
Mastrati emailed, “The
public comment period for
the proposed MedRecycler
facility closed on April 14.
DEM received over 600
comments, including from
the RI Attorney General,
members of the General
Assembly, and municipal
officials. DEM staff will
carefully consider all of
the issues and points that
were raised among all of
the comments that were
submitted. Given that the
Department must evaluate
and respond to comments
on the record as part of
its decision-making pro-
cess, it is not appropriate
for DEM to respond to the
substance of any individu-
al letters at this time.”

Lopez is encouraged by
Neronha’s letter.

“We're pleased someone
is speaking up on the part
of the people,” she said.

It’s not that the plans of
MedRecycler have gone
unnoticed.

The facility that would
use pyrolysis, a system of
super heating material in
the absence of oxygen so
that it doesn’t ignite but
releases syngases that are
then burned to generate
electricity, has been the

subject of intense debate.
State and local officials
have registered their ob-
jection and DEM has re-
ceived in excess of 600
written comments.

MetRecycler isn’t back-
ing off.

“The Attorney General
correctly states that our
proposal should be subject
to thorough scrutiny — we
couldn’t agree more. This
is why we have submit-
ted an 800-page applica-
tion to DEM and worked
with them and the West
Warwick Planning Board
for more than two years to
make certain that we are a
safe and valued neighbor
in Rhode Island,” reads
a statement attributed to
Nicholas Campanella,
chairman and CEO of Sun
Pacific Holding Corp., the
parent company of Me-
dRecycler.

“We have also agreed
to dozens of safety condi-
tions already required by
DEM, and anticipate that
there will be more. We
look forward to operating
a facility that will create
jobs and renewable en-
ergy in a safe, responsible
way, while extending the
life of the Central Landfill
and generating millions in
tax revenue for the com-
munity,” reads the state-
ment.

In an op-ed that appears
in today’s edition, Campan-
ella corrected what he terms
as misinformation about the
MedRecycler proposal.

In his letter to the DEM,
Neronha said, “The regu-

latory process required to
build this first-of-its-kind
medical waste facility is
intended to be robust due
to the inherent health and
safety risks involved in
processing and disposing
of potentially infectious
waste, especially when
adjacent to residential
communities.”

He goes on to write,
“Unmitigated,  pyroly-
sis has the potential to
emit many of the same
toxic and noxious pol-
lutants that necessitated
the phase out of medical
waste incinerators na-
tionwide. Accordingly, in
order to protect the health
and safety of Rhode Is-
land and its citizens, it is
imperative that the State’s
regulatory review hold
MRI’s application to the
most stringent applicable
standards. To date, they
have not been held to
those standards.”

The Attorney General
was also critical of DEM’s
review of the MedRycy-
cler application.

He writes, “Further,
the public should have
been provided ample and
meaningful opportunities
to comment and question
RIDEM’s  consideration
of the technology at each
stage, including the mi-
nor source permitting
process, to ensure that
all of the unknowns are
being adequately consid-
ered, planned for, and ad-
dressed in a manner that
satisfies the expressed
concerns.”
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The State House stalemate
on gun-related bills

TALKING
POLITICS

Every year, scores of
people make impas-
sioned arguments about
gun-related bills under
consideration at the Gen-
eral Assembly. There are
marathon hearings like
the one that started in the
Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee Monday afternoon
and ended around mid-

night.
Supporters of new re-
strictions call these a

matter of common sense.
They point to public sup-
port and a connection be-
tween gun violence and
the sheer number of guns
in America.

Gun-rights supporters
respond by citing individ-
ual rights and the Consti-
tution, how law-abiding
gun owners are not the
problem, and how new
laws won’t stop people
with a propensity toward
violence.

These arguments, pro
and con, get made year
after year. Not much
changes, even after the
2012 Newtown shooting
that claimed 26 lives, 20 of
those children who were
six or seven years old. This
time around, a bill to ban
guns from schools (except
for police) has a higher
likelihood of passage, as
seen by how the sponsors
are Senate President Dom-
inick Ruggerio and House
Whip Katherine Kazarian
(D-East Providence).

Given the prevailing sta-
sis of the legislative gun
debate, would it make
more sense to focus atten-
tion elsewhere? While mass
shootings get the greatest
attention, most gun vio-
lence comes in two forms:
suicides and shootings in
poor neighborhoods. At the
same time, there are exam-
ples of how communities
and law enforcement can
work together to reduce the
bloodshed (and crime has
mostly trended down over
recent decades).

As Thomas Abt writes
in “Bleeding Out,” “All
guns are not the problem
— guns in the hands of the
most dangerous people and
places are. All drugs are
not the problem — violent
drug dealers and substance
abusers are. The more we
fetishize guns, gangs and
drugs, the more we miss
the subtle truth that it is
the behaviors, not the items
themselves, that drive most
of the danger.”

Looking to 2022

It's widely expected that

Providence Mayor Jorge
Elorza will be part of the
Democratic field for gov-
ernor next year. He’s term-
limited at City Hall and
ended Q4 last year with
almost $900,000 in his cam-
paign account, so why not
go for it, right?

Elorza was non-commit-
tal when asked last week
during Political Roundtable
about a possible gov run
(although he conceded that
governor is the only office
he’s looking at). The two-
term mayor insists he has
a good story to tell, despite
questions about various
nagging issues (schools,
pension, tough tax climate)
and his ability to deliver
on his various policy initia-
tives.

More than 60 years have
passed since a Providence
mayor was last able to
make the jump to the gov-
ernor’s office, though; other
Democrats are waiting the
wings (most notably Secre-
tary of State Nellie Gorbea
and General Treasurer Seth
Magaziner), and Gov. Dan
McKee is holding a stron-
ger hand than anyone could
have once expected.

Redistricting battle

US. Rep. David Cicil-
line fired a major salvo last
week in setting the battle-
ground for the potential loss
of one of Rhode Island’s
two congressional districts.
“Thanks to your INCRED-
IBLE support, we raised
over $650,000 last quarter —
that’s more than any other
candidate running for the
U.S. House in Rhode Island
has EVER raised in a single
quarter!” Cicilline crowed
in an email.

Cicilline and US. Rep.
Jim Langevin have long
pooh-poohed the disap-
pearance of one of their
two districts as so distant
as to be unthinkable. But
the missive by the better-
funded CD1 rep telegraphs
his interest in remaining in
the House. A head-to-head
matchup between Langevin
and Cicilline is considered
unlikely, but the exit strate-
gy pending upcoming reap-
portionment news remains
a matter of speculation.

Voting in a blue state

From Russell Berman’s
look in The Atlantic at
“The Blue States That
Make It Hardest to Vote”:
“Unlike Delaware’s re-
strictions, Rhode Island’s
voter-ID law can’t be de-
scribed as antiquated: The
statute is just 10 years old
and won adoption under
a Democratic majority
with support from power-
ful Black elected leaders.
Voting-rights  advocates
trace the law’s passage
to the conservative bent
of the state’s Democratic
Party and tension that pit-
ted Black and white Dem-
ocrats against the state’s
rising Latino population.
Backers of the bill includ-
ed the first Black speaker

of the General Assembly.
They shared stories of
voter fraud they had wit-
nessed, but opponents of
the law saw it as an effort
to suppress Latino turn-
out in Providence. ‘It was
bizarro,” said John Mari-
on, the executive director
of Common Cause Rhode
Island, the state affiliate of
the national government-
watchdog group. ‘Ten
years later, I still don't
know how it happened.””

Neronha’s week

Attorney General Peter
Neronha had an active
week. He expressed con-
cern over a proposed li-
cense for a medical waste
facility in West Warwick.
“I urge the Department of
Environmental Manage-
ment to closely scrutinize
this facility’s applica-
tion,” Neronha wrote in
a letter to DEM. “There
is a lot that is unknown
about this new technol-
ogy. We must be satis-
fied that it is thoroughly
tested for its impact on
the environment and on
the health and safety of
facility employees and the
general public before it is
approved.”

Neronha also made rul-
ings in two public records
cases, siding with The
Providence Journal over
the RI Convention Center
Authority, and backing
disclosure of internal af-
fairs reports (with redac-
tions) in a citizen’s case
against Narragansett po-
lice.

What happened
with GE in RI?

Almost five years ago,
in June 2016, GE Digi-
tal announced plans to
open an office in Provi-
dence. “Our top prior-
ity is putting people back
to work, so I'm thrilled
that GE Digital is plan-
ning to bring hundreds
of new high-paying jobs
to Rhode Island over the
next several years,” then-
Gov. Gina Raimondo said
at the time.

Five years on, however,
the GE Digital office in the
Providence Journal Building
isholding steady with slight-
ly more than 50 employees.
The reason for this is based
on woes at GE —summed up
by the New York Times with
this February headline: “Jeff
Immelt oversaw the down-
fall of GEE. Now he’d like
you to read his book.”

Immelt nonetheless re-
mains a draw for business
audiences. He spoke this
week during an ongoing
discussion series hosted by
Laurie White at the Greater
Providence Chamber of
Commerce. (According to
Commerce RI, the state has
yet to pay GE Digital any of
the incentives used to help
lure the company to RI.)

Got civics?

A bill sponsored by Reps.

Brian C. Newberry (R-North
Smithfield) and Gregg
Amore (D-East Providence)
that would require high
school students to pass a civ-
ic literacy test won approval
in the House last week. Ac-
cording to a legislative news
release, “Commencing with
the graduating class of 2025,
the curriculum will incor-
porate project-based and
experiential learning, where
students would conduct
in-depth research on a local
issue of choice, then engage
with a government body to
learn advocacy processes
utilized to influence the
subject. The Commissioner
of Elementary and Second-
ary education at the Rhode
Island Department of Edu-
cation will implement the

program.”

Reducing the risk
of suicide

Antonia Ayres-Brown
reports on the effort to
reduce the incidence
of suicide on Newport
area bridges: “Melissa
Cotta and Bryan Ganley
first connected online in
2016. Cotta lives in Ti-
verton and, at the time,
had recently witnessed
someone jump from a
nearby bridge. She was
alarmed that there were
not more physical bar-
riers in place, and she
started to see the bridg-
es as a public safety is-
sue. She contacted Gan-
ley, who lives across
the bay in Bristol and
has been a suicide pre-
vention volunteer since
1981. Together, Cotta
and Ganley founded
Bridging the Gap for
Safety and Healing.
From the start, their
goal was the installation
of safety barriers or net-
ting on the Newport Pell
Bridge, the Jamestown
Verrazzano Bridge, and
the Mount Hope Bridge.
‘It kind of started out,
as you know - we put
it out there,” Cotta said.
‘And people just got in
touch with us and word
of mouth happened.’
Over the past five years,
they’ve heard from in-
dividuals across Rhode
Island who have been
impacted: surviving
friends and family of
those who died by sui-
cide, first responders
and police officers who
work near the bridges,
and locals like Cotta
who have witnessed
people jump. ‘Different
things come up - like
you go through guilt.
You go through, what
else could I have done?
What didn’t I do? What
did I do wrong? That
kind of thing,” Cotta
said. “And we talked to
a lot of survivors that
feel that same way.””

Ian  Donnis can be
reached at idonnis@ripr.
org. For a longer version
of this column, visit the-
publicsradio.org.

BANKRUPTCY
$95000 that]; Fee

Chapter 7 Bankruptcy

Payment Plan Available

Attorney David B. Hathaway
Former Chapter 7 Bankruptcy Trustee

401-738-3030

dave @ribankruptcy.net

This firm is a debt relief agency

Brilliant Basement
Waterproofing, LLC

Over 36 Years Combined Experience
Fully Transferable Written Lifetime
Guarantee’, Sump Pumps,
Pumps Eliminated in Most Homes
Crawl Spaces, Yard Drainage
*written details available upon request

HIC. 0653192 « RI Lic. #43473
CALLUS

401-541-5985

| www.brilliantbasementwaterproofing.com

« C.0.D.
» Residential
o Commercial

SCITUATE OIL CO., INC.
944-9666

« Discount Fuel Oil
« Heating Assistance Vendor

— SENIOR CITIZENS DISCOUNT -
Gift Certificates Available « M/C & Visa « Lic. #172

Reverse Mortgages are moving forward.
Call your hometown expert.

CAROL MILLER

Reverse Mortgage Specialist, NMLS # 595725

401-406-1247| cmiller@reversefunding.com

reversefunding.com/carol-miller
BRANCH LOCATION

8 Red Cross Ave., Newport, RI 02840
Branch NMLS # 1371635

Massachusetts Mortgage Lender License, License No. ML1019941; Rhode Island
Licensed Lender #20132869LL © 2015 Reverse Mortgage Funding LLC, 1455
Broad St., 2nd Floor, Bloomfield, NJ 07003. Company NMLS

ID #1019941. www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org. L20-061714 5‘!!!!-&
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Dr. Jason Michaels
MD, FAAD, Mohs Surgeon

Dr. Sarah Belden
DO, FAAD

ASPIRE

DERMATOLOGY

ATWOOD MEDICAL CENTER
1524 Atwood Avenue, Suite 321, Johnston, Rl 02919

Dr. Matthew Willstt ~ Dr. Amylynne Frankel
MD, FAAD

Providing Surgical, Medical & Cosmetic Dermatology
ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

Call 401.239.1800

for Same Day Appointments
AspireDermatology.com

April Brosnan
FNP-C

REAL ESTATE

PROFESSIONALS

* No Missed Appointments
* No Contractors

* No Realtors

* No Bank Inspections

* Just CASH IN HAND!

1 BUY HOUSES
THAT NEED HELP!

No Cash to Fix? Problems - Big or Small?
Need Major Cleanouts? Overdue Taxes & Mortgage Prublems"
All Properties Considered. B

Call Scott at 401.487-7374

1
i}

REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS —
Place YOUR Ad Here!

$ 1 7 Per Week

(10-Week Commitment)

Call Sue at 732-3100
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ANSWER TO THIS

WANTED

Junk/unwanted vehicles WEEK’S PUZZLE: LIKE US ON

¢l Top $ Paid . e f

poc book
dCeDOooK.

U
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D

You Call, We Haul!

401-206-9154

P
I

E
S

Advertise today!
Call 732-3100

MART

PROFESSIONALS

REAL ESTATE

NOW IS THE TIME TO SELL YOUR HOUSE
Call Me For a Free Pricing Report

Jamie Rebello - Realtor
Cell: (401) 241-7728

Johnston
Sun Rise

Experience - Knowledge - Top Notch Service

BACKED BY A
YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE
GUARANTEE

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

15% « 102%

YOUR ENTIRE SENIORS &
PURCHASE" MILITARY!

r 5 % OFF WE INSTALL

YEAR-ROUND!
TO THE FIRST 50
CALLERS ONLY!™*

* Kk K

FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!"
Promo Code: 285

Subject to credit approval. Call for details.

FREEESTIMATE |1:888:263:9153

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

Prepare for
power outages
with a Generac
home standby
generator

GENERAC

FREE

7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value!

Offer valid February 15 - June 6, 2021

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate
the generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and
conditions.

HELPING HAND: Be-
cause the JDTC has little
or limited fundraising op-
portunities due to the on-
going COVID-19 crisis,
Mayor Joseph Polisena
announced he was donat-
ing $1,000 to the JDTC at
Monday night's scheduled
meeting. (Sun Rise photo
by Pete Fontaine)

JDTG changes endorsement
process ahead of 2022 election

By PETE FONTAINE

Richard J. DelFino Jr.,
the long-serving and
successful chairman of
the Johnston Democratic
Town Committee, called
his agenda for Monday
night’s meeting “one of
the most important, ex-
citing and special ses-
sions we’ve had in quite
a while.”

For starters, DelFino
praised the famed Maria
SS Della DiFesa Society
“for its extraordinary
generosity of offering
its home here at 15 La-
fayette St. [in Johnston]
at absolutely no charge.
And for that, we are ex-
tremely grateful.”

Former state Rep.
John Carnevale — a rank-
ing official in the famed
DiFesa Society and ac-
tive JDTC member -
came into the upstairs
room carrying boxes
that contained home-
made pizza, spinach
pies and small calzones
as well as bottled water
and soda that served as
the night’s post-meeting

refreshments.
The night’s most im-
portant item, though,

resulted in what Del-
Fino said was “the JDTC
establishing a major
change in its election
endorsement process,”
which he actually spear-
headed and was later
unanimously passed.

DelFino’s proposal to
change the format and
protocol in the endorse-
ment of candidates
seeking office for the
Johnston Town Council
and School Committee
will take effect for the
2022 election.

He explained that
“prior to this change,
each of the five districts
in town voted on the

endorsement of candi-
dates from their respec-
tive districts, meaning a
majority of the 11 mem-
bers from each district
determined who would
be given the endorse-
ment and who would
be supported by the full
committee.”

Monday night, Del-
Fino proposed having
all 55 JDTC members
vote on the endorsement
of each Town Council
and School Committee
candidate representing
each district. He said
the full committee has a
vested interest in which
candidates would re-
ceive the endorsement
and choose those candi-
dates who were best to
work as a team.

With that change, the
full committee will en-
dorse the candidates
for mayor, Town Coun-
cil and School Commit-
tee. He also stressed the
importance of all can-
didates supporting the
team, to include those
candidates running for
Rhode Island Senate
and House of Represen-
tatives.

DelFino was recently
elected president of the
Rhode Island Associa-
tion of Democratic City
and Town Chairpersons,
which he emphasized
“will play a very influ-
ential role in helping the
[state] Democratic Party
choose its candidates
for state and federal of-
fices.”

Monday night’s meet-
ing also included sev-
eral special surprises
and the announcement
that due to the ongo-
ing COVID-19 crisis, the
JDTC’s annual Friends
and Family Breakfast
will not be held and that
no similar events will

be held at least until the
fall and new year.

“This was always a
successful and widely
attended event by Dem-
ocrats from all over the
state,” DelFino noted.
“Even our federal of-
fice holders made it an
annual stop and we're
looking  forward to
when we can again have
the breakfast.”

Moreover, DelFino
announced “we’ll take
a two- to three-month
break in our meetings
before resuming the ses-
sions and talking about
further ways to hold
fundraisers that offset
our annual expenses.”

Mayor Joseph Polise-
na asked to speak to
the night’s large JDTC
membership, and he of-
fered a couple surpris-
ing announcements.

The first was that he
would continue to fund
the Mayor Polisena/
JDTC Election Head-
quarters for the 2022
campaign.

Polisena then an-
nounced that he was
also taking money from
his election campaign
account and donating
a check for $1,000 that
will help the valuable
and all-volunteer JDTC
maintain its expenses.

The night’s surprises,
though, didn’t end with
Polisena’s special dona-
tion.

That’s when long-
time JDTC members
and business owners
Sam and Rhonda Sasa
announced they were
donating $1,000, which
they hope will cover
some of the revenue
lost by not having the
Friends and Family
Breakfast. That fund-
raiser usually hauled in
an excess of $2,000.

Got something to sell?

Advertise in the Glassifieds
Gall 732-3100 today!
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Jehovah’s Witnesses mark one year of not knocking on doors

It's been one year
since Jehovah’s Witness-
es worldwide adjusted
their hallmark methods
of sharing comfort and
hope from the scriptures
due to the pandemic.

For many, the change
from ringing doorbells
and knocking on doors
to making phone calls
and writing letters ex-
panded and invigorated
their ministry.

“Witnesses have em-
braced this shift, finding
the good in these trying
times,” said Joseph Cas-
tano, who reports a 30
percent increase in the
Witnesses’ preaching
activity in his region of
northern Virginia and
nearby parts of West
Virginia. “In fact, I hear
many saying, ‘I'm able to
do more now.””

In March 2020, the
some 1.3 million Wit-
nesses in the United
States suspended their
door-to-door and face-
to-face forms of public
ministry and moved con-
gregation meetings to
videoconferencing.

“It has been a very de-
liberate decision based
on two principles: our
respect for life and love
of neighbor,” said Robert
Hendriks, U.S. spokes-
man for Jehovah’s Wit-
nesses. “But we are still
witnesses and, as such,

we must testify about
our faith. So it was inevi-
table that we would find
a way to continue our
work.”

In the bitterly cold
winters of Arden Hills,
Minnesota, Terri Whit-
more normally bundles
up for the door-to-door
ministry in a long down
coat and snow boots —
sometimes with remov-
able cleats to help navi-
gate icy sidewalks.

Now she sits at her
dining room table, sips
on hot tea, and calls peo-
ple on her cell phone to
share the same message.
In December, she con-
ducted more than twice
as many Bible studies
than in any prior month.
“I'm having a blast,” she
said. “After a nice phone
call, it energizes you. You
can’t wait to make the
next call.”

Her “go-to” topics for
conversation with her
neighbors are COVID-19,
civil unrest, and govern-
ment. “Some people feel
like they have nothing
secure to hold on to,”
she said. “The power
of God’s word is amaz-
ing. You can just share
a scripture and you
feel like they’re settling
down.”

Nearly 51,000 people
in the United States last
year made a request for a

Witness to contact them,
either through a local
congregation or jw.org,

the organization’s offi-
cial website, according
to Hendriks. Since the

outbreak, the Witnesses
have followed up on these
requests via letters and
phone calls instead of in-
person visits.

“Our love for our neigh-
borsis stronger than ever,”
said Hendriks. “In fact,
I think we have needed
each other more than ever.
We are finding that people
are perplexed, stressed,
and feeling isolated. Our
work has helped many
regain a sense of footing —
even normalcy — at a very
unsettled time.”

Maria  Medeiros  of
Bristol was baptized as
one of Jehovah’'s Wit-
nesses in 1974 and has
regularly preached door-
to-door ever since. As
she advanced in age, she
had more difficulty par-
ticipating in the ministry
that she loved. She main-
ly focused on accompa-
nying others or witness-
ing to those that visited
her home. She said, “I
couldn’t climb stairs. My
back and legs wouldn't
let me.”

Now, at 89 years old,
Medeiros has found
ways to preach through-
out the pandemic. “I've
been able to do more, so

much more,” she said.
“In just one month, I've
written 71 letters so far.
What better opportunity
could there be to show
my God that I love him?”

Medeiros said she feels
she has also benefited
from virtual association.
“I like that I get to be
with more friends now,”
she said. “I feel closer
to them. I enjoy it tre-
mendously!” While she
hopes that soon she can
begin the public ministry
again, she is determined
to keep doing what she
can. She said, “If I can
keep writing letters, of
course I will!”

In the rural areas of Sa-
lina, Kansas, where the
wheat and corn fields
stretch for acres, the Mil-
bradt family sometimes
drives miles from one
house to the next to reach
their neighbors. Now, in-
stead of buying gasoline
to fill up their vehicle for
the ministry, they spend
money on paper, enve-
lopes, stamps, and cray-
ons.

“We look for ways to
add variety to our min-
istry,” said Zeb Milbradt.
He and his wife, Jenny,
help their boys — Colton,
8, and Benjamin, 6 — write
letters to children’s book
authors, local police, and
hospital workers. Some-
times the boys even in-

clude with the letters
hand-drawn pictures of
the Bible’s promise of a
global paradise.

“We’ve been able to get
the message to people
who we wouldn’t neces-
sarily reach otherwise,”
said Jenny Milbradst.

A letter Benjamin sent
to nurses at a regional
health center included
a quote from the Bible’s
prophecy at Isaiah 33:24
of a coming time when
no one will say, “I am
sick.” The center’s mar-
keting secretary replied
to Benjamin, informing
him that she scanned and
emailed his letter to 2,000
employees. It “made so
many people smile,” she
said.

Witnesses have also
made a concerted ef-
fort to check on distant
friends and family -
sometimes texting links
to Bible-based articles on
jw.org that cover timely
topics, such as isolation,
depression, and how to
beat pandemic fatigue.

“Former Bible students
have started studying
again,” said Tony Fowler,
who helps organize the
ministry in the northern
portion of Michigan’s
Lower Peninsula.

“Colleagues at work
have now started to
show interest. Some
have started Bible stud-

PPP FUNDING IS

ies with family members
who showed very little
interest before the pan-
demic.”

Castano has  been
reaching out to Wit-
nesses who had long
ago stopped associating
with fellow Witnesses.
“The pandemic has re-
ignited their spiritual-
ity,” he said, adding that
many are attending vir-
tual meetings with some
sharing in telephone wit-
nessing and letter writ-
ing even after decades of
inactivity.

“It's been pretty out-
standing,” he said.

Fowler and Castano
both report about a 20
percent increase in on-
line meeting attendance.
But perhaps the most sig-
nificant growth is in an
area that cannot be mea-
sured by numbers.

“I think we’ve grown
as a people,” Fowler
said. “We’ve grown in
appreciation for other
avenues of the ministry,
our love for our neigh-
bor, and love for one an-
other. We’re a stronger
people because of all of
this, and that’s a beauti-
ful thing to see.”

For more information
on the activities of Je-
hovah’s Witnesses, visit
their website jw.org, with
content available in over
1,000 languages.

STILL AVAILABLE!

Apply soon before funding runs out.

Many Rl small businesses impacted by COVID-19 can fund 2.5 months of payroll.
Apply through your bank or visit www.commerceri.com/help to get help applying
from CPAs and finance professionals AT NO COST to you.

RHODE
ISLAND

COMMERCE
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81,600 OFF

Cabinet Refacing or New
Cabinetry with a Countertop

AKE YOUR KITCHE

= |
=

Request your FREE In-Home
Consultation Today!

888.4611849

*Discount applies to cabinet refacing or new cabinets with a countertop.
May not be combined with offers or apply this offer to prior purchases. NP-263 RILicense#29144

CROSSWORD
PUZZLE CORNER

CLUES ACROSS
1. Ocean surface indicator (abbr.)
. American time
. Satisfaction
. Diving duck
. Very small amount
. Metrical units
. An ignorant or foolish person
. Sino-Soviet block (abbr.)
. It may sting you
. Turn outward
. Perform on stage
. “CSI” actor George
. Localities
. Make a choice
. Indicates position
. One of Thor's names
. Indian musical rhythmic
pattern
. “The Raven” author
. Take in solid food
. Legendary QB
. Sorrels

a1.
42.
43.
44,
45,
46.
48.
49,
50.
51.
52.

Organization of nations

Texas pharmaceutical company
Mathematical term

Expression of disappointment
Abba __, Israeli politician

Hide away

Salad restaurant

Daughters of Boreas (mythology)
Men’s fashion accessory
Political action committee
Unhappy

CLUES DOWN

1.

8.
9.
1.

Make unhappy

2. Heard the confession of
3. Capital of Taiwan

4,
5
6

Fiddler crab

. Brazilian dances
. Fit with device to assist

breathing

Brother or sister

Pastries

“Lone Survivor” director Peter

14,
15.
18.
19.
20.
22.
23.
24,
21
28.
28,
31.
32
33.
34,
35.
36.
3l
38.
39.
40.
44,
a1,

m Bolton

(Continued from page 1)

“I started in January, I
think the first day was
Jan. 3, and basically from
then on Tony had indi-
cated that he was lean-
ing toward retiring and
I had an idea that maybe
this could be my job, and
from the beginning I tried
to learn from everyone
that I could,” Bolton said
during a phone interview
Tuesday. “We helped
with vaccination rollout
through Johnston, helped
out through vaccination
clinics, so basically any-
thing that I could, I ob-
served.”

Now, Bolton will have
the unique challenge of
taking over the Senior
Center in the absence
of both its chief leaders,
Zompa and Santilli, who
were integral to moving
to the new location on
Hartford Avenue. Santilli
passed away last month
at 71.

Bolton said  Santilli
“couldn’t have been more
kind to me” in the brief
time they worked togeth-
er.

“l learned more about
the Senior Center and she
was willing to offer as-
sistance needed to me,”
Bolton said. “She was a
really wonderful individ-
ual.”

He said Zompa and
Santilli were “two great
mentors” as he got accli-
mated to the JSC, laud-
ing the staff as “excellent”
and saying he’s confident
the center can achieve pre-
COVID levels of service.
He said the pandemic is
the only challenge he sees

at the JSC, with opera-
tions going smoothly oth-
erwise.

“We started the phased
reopening,” Bolton said.
“We do offer some classes
currently that are outside
the building, exercise
classes, things like that.
Small things in terms of
business ideas that are
going to be dictated on
the COVID timetable, we
want to be able to open as
soon as possible. I think
for it’s doing what I can
when the time comes to
reopen, to do what I can
do to make sure that this
place is ready to go. One
thing that I've learned,
it’s the seniors themselves
that have always been a
priority for the commu-
nity here.”

He added: “Mayor
[Joseph] Polisena’s men-
tioned that many times.
The staff here exhibits the
desire to do whatever they
can for the seniors.”

Bolton said the center
is also offering a meal de-
livery service, and some
more exercise classes will
open to members in May.
Masking will still be re-
quired for the foreseeable
future.

“I'm lucky that we have
the staff here that we do,
a really devoted staff,
and I think what makes
it important is we know
that the place has been a
destination in the com-
munity before and all of
the seniors need in-person
communication in their
lives,” Bolton said. “I
think with COVID, a lot
of people eliminated that.
It's something that makes
it easier knowing the cen-
ter, knowing that once we
get to the other side of the

coronavirus, we can excel
at what we do best — help-
ing seniors have a good
time from the moment
they walk in the door.”

Bolton said he doesn’t
see any issues with taking
over the center at only 27
years old, saying he brings
a “youthful perspective”
and could pitch ideas for
events or programs that
haven’t been implement-
ed before. He said he has
learned a great deal from
the seniors thus far, read-
ing into what they want
to see prioritized once JSC
reopens in full.

He said Zompa has
been crucial in that learn-
ing process, too.

“He has been great,”
Bolton said of Zompa.
“Every chance he’s had
he introduces me to any-
one that he can, and he’s
always been there for me
since I started, in terms
of showing me the ropes.
And I couldn’t have asked
for a better teacher, some-
body who's got the expe-
rience. It's important for
me to learn off of that.”

Now, the training is just
about complete. Zompa
officially hands the reins
over to Bolton at the end
of the month, and he is
eager to serve the seniors
who are so zealous to get
back to the center they call
home.

“Another hat tip to
Tony and Millie ... they
basically laid the ground-
work for the place to suc-
ceed outside of COVID,”
Bolton said. “I don’t see
anything holding this se-
nior center back from be-
ing the best senior center
that it can be and a place
that people want to go
back to.”

Boat type (abbr.)
Apertures (biology)

Suffix

Creative endeavor
Icelandic poem

Spanish dances

Town in Central ltaly

Cars need it

Mimics

Rocky peak

Cigarette (slang)

One point south of due east
Soap actress Braun

Large domesticated wild ox
Island nation

Appear

Addictive practices

Loss of control of one’s body
Type of poster

Greek mountain

Funny person

One and only

Pouch
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QUESTION OF THE WEEK:

About how long does it take one plastic
bottle to decompose in a landfill?

-

L

\J‘A\\ O e
oLike

i\ Find the answer
:,’ on our Facebook page!
i/ Scan the QR code to follow us.

Sponsored by:

HERRY HILL MANOR

NURSING AND REHABILITATION CENTER
2 Cherry Hill Rd. Johnston, Rl 02919

Season Rl beach passes available online

The Department of
Environmental Manage-
ment (DEM) announces
that season beach passes
and gift certificates are
now available for pur-
chase at www.riparks.
com/beach-pass.  Indi-
viduals may purchase
resident, non-resident, or
senior season beach pass-
es at this site as well as
daily flex passes, which
allow for one-day park-
ing.
To help reduce the
amount of time beach-
goers spend at the entry
booths once the beaches
open, DEM is encourag-
ing Rhode Islanders to
buy season and daily
flex passes online or in
advance. Anyone who
buys a season pass or
a daily flex pass online
or before heading to
the beach will be able
to use the express lanes
for quick beach entry.
Purchasing season or
daily flex passes online
will also help DEM keep
the express lanes open,
as there have been past
instances when the ex-
press lanes could not
be wused because too
many people were pay-
ing for parking at the
entry gates rather using
pre-paid parking passes.
Express lanes are avail-

able at all state beaches
except for East Beach,
Charlestown Breachway
and Salty Brine, which
are one-lane facilities.

Season passes no
longer require a physi-
cal pass to be placed on
vehicle windshields as
passes are now linked
to an individual’'s li-
cense plate. Beach at-
tendants use hand-held
devices to scan the front
license plate for infor-
mation and anyone who
buys their pass online
or before heading to the
beach will be able to use
express lanes for quick
entry.

Online daily flex pass-
es allow beachgoers to
save their payment infor-
mation into their beach
parking account and are
charged the daily parking
rate only when they enter
beach parking lots. This
flex pass is a great op-
tion for those unsure how
many times they may be
able to visit the beach but
would like the opportu-
nity to utilize the express
lanes.

Along with the online
option, season beach
parking passes also may
be purchased in person
at the Scarborough State
Beach overflow lot locat-
ed across the street from

the beach. Sales at the
overflow lot will be open
weekends from 8 a.m. to 4
p-m. beginning Saturday,
May 15 and seven days
a week from 8 a.m. to 4
p-m. beginning Saturday,
May 29.

Online credit card pur-
chases are charged a 6%
transaction charge; the
total for a $30 RI resident
season pass purchased
online is $31.80.

The daily beach park-
ing fee (now known as a
flex pass when purchased
online) for residents is $6
on weekdays and $7 on
weekends and holidays.
The fee for a season pass
for residents is $30 and,
through Labor Day, will
be available for purchase.
Non-resident parking is
$12 on weekdays and $14
on weekends and holi-
days. A season pass is $60
for non-residents. A 50%
discount on daily parking
fees and season passes
applies for senior citizens
65 years and older.

Fees are based solely
on the vehicle registra-
tion (i.e., license plate)
of each vehicle entering
beach facilities. All Rhode
Island-registered vehicles
will be subject to resident
parking rates; non-Rhode
Island plates will be sub-
ject to non-resident rates.
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Opinion

EDITORIAL

Now Is the time
to tackle housing
affordability

e all know the cautionary tale of the oblivi-
Wous frog being boiled in a pot of water that
slowly but steadily rises in temperature. In
many ways, affordable housing in Rhode Island has
followed that example throughout the years — apart
from the fact that the frog in this case (Rhode Island
residents) is well aware of its perilous, unsustainable
situation.

Thankfully, it seems state legislators, policy experts
and affordable housing advocates have joined cost-
burdened residents in recognizing the increasing heat
—and are searching for ways to turn down the dial.

In Rhode Island, like virtually everywhere else in the
nation, the pandemic has sparked nationwide housing
shortages combined nastily with increased housing
costs, brought home by a stagnation of new develop-
ment and renovations thanks to the increased cost of
building materials. The result has been fewer houses
available, for more money than ever. Those who can
afford the higher costs are unaffected, while those
stretching budgets increasingly find home ownership
nothing more than a dream.

But even prior to the pandemic, home ownership
was likely not even a consideration for any couple
making significantly less than the median income of
$89,000 — or any single individual in the beginning or
early years of their career — due to the simple mathe-
matical reality of high housing costs relative to the av-
erage wages available in the state.

This is not to say the rental market provides any
better opportunities. The average cost of a single-bed-
room apartment hovers around $2,000 in Providence,
$1,500 in Warwick and around $1,200 in Cranston. This
amounts to $24,000, $18,000 and $14,400 per year spent
on something that earns no equity — essentially requir-
ing renters to tread water while eating up a significant
portion of their take home pay and leaving little to
nothing to set aside to save for a down payment on that
dream home.

According to HousingWorks R, 146,000 households
in Rhode Island (about one third of the total) spend
more than a third of their total income on housing
costs. It is this harsh reality that prompted a $65 million
bond question back in March — which was thankfully
approved by voters overwhelmingly. President Biden's
American Rescue Plan included $23 million for the
state’s most cost-burdened communities (as well as a
little bit spread around elsewhere) to address the issue
as well.

Now it is up to legislators and housing advocates to
steer policy, taxpayer dollars and federal aid in the right
direction. Speaker K. Joseph Shekarchi has been vocal
about prioritizing the housing issue in Rhode Island —
as has newly-approved Lt. Governor Sabina Matos.

There are a flurry of bills working through the House
and Senate — such as the establishment of a deputy
secretary of commerce and housing; the creation of
legislative commissions to study existing affordable
housing laws and how land should be utilized and de-
veloped with housing in mind; preventing discrimina-
tion against those receiving government assistance to
pay for rent; extending tax exemptions for affordable
housing developments; and allowing “tiny houses” to
be constructed or recategorized as affordable housing.

The “tiny house” legislation will likely receive a lot of
buzz for its eccentricity, but no one bill will tackle the af-
fordable housing issue. This must be the constant focus
of many different people throughout the public and
private sector. The heart of the problem lies in complex
issues without clear political consensus — such as how
high the minimum wage should be set.

We wholeheartedly support these legislative en-
deavors and the calls of affordable housing advocates
for a dedicated, annual funding stream to construct
more affordable housing each year. We are pleased that
Governor McKee has included such a funding stream
in his budget and hope it won’t be sacrificed as a neces-
sary evil during the budget balancing process.

Alack of clean, safe and affordable housing will not
go away on its own. The vast majority of Rhode Is-
land’s homes are old and unaffordable. Building more
affordable housing is good for the economy and good
for Rhode Islanders who need it. The time is now, so
let’s get going.

- MEANWHILE RI'S ENTERTAINMENT INDUSTRY FIGHTS TO COME BACK

TO BE
VAXED
OR NOT
TO BE
VAXED§
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OP-ED
Separating fact from fiction
on the MedRecycler facility
By NICHOLAS are not entitled to their pact local water supplies. es of the process.
CAMPANELLA own facts. This requirement is estab- For the past two years,

Anytime you go to the
dentist, emergency room,
or bring your pet to the
vet, that activity produces
medical waste. To process
the waste that we all gen-
erate, MedRecycler has
proposed a safe, environ-
mentally friendly way to
handle it in Rhode Island.

We plan to use a pro-
cess called pyrolysis to
not only divert tens of
thousands of tons of
waste from the Central
Landfill, but also gener-
ate about 1.3MW of clean
energy, enough to power
over 1,000 Rhode Island
homes. Our project will
create 100 union construc-
tion jobs during build out
and up to 40 full time jobs
when were operating.
Meanwhile, our facility
will provide millions in
tax revenue for the com-
munity over $4 million
in property taxes to West
Warwick alone.

We will take up less
than ten percent of an
existing industrial build-
ing right next to I-95 sited
in an existing industrial
park. The location has
been zoned for industrial
uses by both West War-
wick and neighboring
East Greenwich for many
years.

Unfortunately, as our
approval process has be-
come more political, the
number of misconcep-
tions has grown. While
everyone is entitled to
their own opinion, they

These are the facts:

* The process we will
use, pyrolysis, does not
burn or incinerate waste.
Instead, it evaporates
waste at high tempera-
tures and in the absence of
oxygen. (Without oxygen
there can be no burning
or incineration.) The syn-
gas created by the process
is first cleaned in several
cooling steps by an alkali
scrubber before being
used to generate electric-
ity. It is not emitted into
the air.

* The materials that we
are allowed to accept are
highly regulated and we
will not accept chemo-
therapy waste, toxic waste
or radioactive waste.

* Our facility will be
located near other manu-
facturers, not in a neigh-
borhood. It is also located
off Route 2, which tens
of thousands of vehicles
travel every day.

* A small number of
trucks (maximum of 8
daily) from registered
Rhode Island companies
with years of experience
will deliver to the facil-
ity by appointment only.
The waste, which will be
sealed in sealed contain-
ers, will be electronically
tracked and monitored,
with that information
stored for up to three
years. Material will not
be stored in trucks on site.

* Pyrolysis generates no
waste water, so none will
be discharged into the lo-
cal sewer system, or im-

lished by MedRecyclers
application to R.I. DEM.
The only water entering
the West Warwick waste
water system will be from
bathrooms and our lunch
room.

* Air emissions will be
monitored and tested dai-
ly and reviewed regularly
by R.I. DEM. The closed
loop system that we have
in place prevents fumes
from being emitted.

* Safety protocols, sys-
tems and back-up systems
are required and will be in
effect throughout all stag-

we have been working
with DEM in a transpar-
ent review process to en-
sure that we meet and/or
exceed their criteria for a
safely operating facility.
We have submitted over
800 pages of documenta-
tion and plans. The simple
fact is that MedRecycler
is committed to being a
good and safe neighbor
in our community, and an
asset to Rhode Island.

Nicholas B Campanella is
Chairman & CEO, Sun Pa-
cific Power Corp.
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Sun Rise Scoors

By MERI R. KENNEDY

RI Housing
offers loans

RI Housing’s Hardest
Hit Fund Rhode Island
(HHFRI) program is of-
fering zero interest, for-
givable loans to eligible
Rhode Island homeown-
ers who became unem-
ployed or underemployed
due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic and are struggling
to make their mortgage
payments.

Loan proceeds may pro-
vide eligible homeowners
with up to six months of
mortgage payment assis-
tance. Learn more about
the loan program and eli-
gibility at rihousing.com/
hhfri.

EG Art Club

The East Greenwich Art
Club was formed in 1959
by local artists who came
together to support each
other while developing
their art. It is a vibrant
organization today, pro-
moting the production,
exhibition, and sale of its
member’s art. Member-
ship is available to both
beginners, as well as sea-
soned artists. During the
monthly meetings, dem-
onstrations are given by
various artists to help
members improve their
skills and learn about
other approaches to create
interesting works of art.

The club is friendly and
membership is not lim-
ited to East Greenwich
residents. Anyone who
enjoys painting, photog-

raphy, pottery, glasswork,
sculpting, or just wants to
learn about art, is encour-
aged to join. Meetings are
conducted in a fun atmo-
sphere, providing both
technical support and ca-
maraderie.

The East Greenwich
Art Club is not currently
meeting because of Covid
19 restrictions from the
Rhode Island Department
of Health directives. How-
ever, their board members
are working together on
Zoom to plan for the time
when they will be able to
resume indoors.

They have just sched-
uled a Spring Plein Air
Meet Up at Goddard Park
on Thursday, May 6, from
11 to 2 p.m. All levels and
media are welcome! If
you would like to join in,
contact them at pleinair@
eastgreenwhichartclub.
org.

Membership inquiries
may be sent to member-
ship@eastgreenwichart-
club.org and or on our
website www.eastgreen-
wichartclub.org ~ where
you will find a form to
sign up and updated in-
formation.

FEMA funeral
assistance

People can apply for
FEMA funeral assistance
by calling 844-684-6333.
Families who have lost a
loved one to COVID-19
will be eligible for up to
$9,000 in reimbursement.
There is no income cap,
so nearly all families are
eligible.

Interested  applicants

Legal Notice
Town of Johnston
Notice of Abandonment

should start collecting
their documents now.
For more details on what
you'll need, visit fema.
gOV.

Playgrounds open
in the Park

The playgrounds are
now open at the Johnston
Memorial Park and please
remember that masks are
required to be worn at all
times. Please be advised
that the restrooms remain
closed at this time.

Summer jobs with DEM

DEM is recruiting quali-
fied lifeguards at beaches,
parks, and campgrounds.
Full-time lifeguard posi-
tions are available at all
state swimming areas, in-
cluding saltwater beaches
such as Roger Wheeler
and Scarborough, non-
surf beaches such as
Goddard, and freshwa-
ter beaches such as Bur-
lingame  Campground
and Lincoln Woods State
Park. Flexible, 20-hour
workweeks are available
for lifeguard positions at
our busiest swimming ar-
eas. Hourly rates for life-
guards range from $13.25
to $16.25 an hour, based
on location and position
level.

All  lifeguard candi-
dates must have success-
fully completed courses
and hold valid cards in
lifeguard training, first
aid, and CPR including
infant, child, and adult.

DEM also is seeking
park rangers and facili-
ties attendants to work at
recreational sites across
the state. Park rangers are
instrumental to a safe and
fun experience at DEM
properties. They give di-
rections to beachgoers
and park users, help with
crowd control, provide se-

curity checks for facilities,
and are the first respond-
ers in the event of emer-
gency.

Hourly rates for park
rangers range from $10.50
to $11.60. Applicants for
facilities attendant and
park ranger I must be 16
years of age or older, and
applicants to park ranger
positions at levels II and
III must be 18 years of age
or older.

For a complete list of
seasonal employment op-
portunities and to apply,
visit ~ riparks.com/em-
ployment. Most positions
are full-time and include
weekend and holiday
hours. Applications must
be completed online. Pa-
per applications will not
be accepted. The State of
Rhode Island is an equal
opportunity/diversity
employer.

With 50 percent fewer
teens seeking jobs than 20
years ago, DEM is look-
ing to recruit active older
Rhode Islanders and re-
tired military personnel
who might want to work
part-time work to make
up for the lack of younger
applicants.

For more information,
visit ~ riparks.com/em-

ployment.php
Focus on mental health

NAMI Rhode Island is
the State Organization affil-
iate of the National Alliance
on Mental Illness (NAMI).
They offer an array of edu-
cation and training pro-
grams and services for indi-
viduals living with mental
illness, family members,
schools, providers, and the
general public. These pro-
grams draw on the experi-
ence of individuals with
mental illness and family
members who have learned
to live well with their ill-
nesses and are eager to help

Notice is hereby given pursuant to Rhode Island General
Laws § 24-6-1 that Elmhurst Avenue as described in Johnston
Town Ordinance 2021-3 has ceased to be useful to the public
and is hereby abandoned. Ordinance 2021-3 an Ordinance in
abandonment of Elmhurst Avenue was adopted at a public
hearing at the April 12th, 2021 meeting of the Johnston Town
Council and is available for review in the office of the Town
Clerk.

Johnston Town Council Attest:
Robert V. Russo Vincent P. Baccari, Jr.
President Town Clerk
4123, 4130, 517121

Legal Notice
Town of Johnston
Adopted Ordinances

At a recent meeting of The Johnston Town Council, the
Council did adopt the following Ordinances effective
immediately:

Ordinance 2021-3: An Ordinance for street
abandonment. Said abandonment abandons a portion
of Elmhurst Avenue on Assessor’s Plat 16

Said Ordinances are on file and available for review
in the Office of the Town Clerk.

Johnston Town Council Attest:
Robert V. Russo Vincent P. Baccari, Jr.
President Town Clerk
4122121

Request for Bids

Town of Johnston

Phone System Upgrade
Town of Johnston

Town of Johnston is requesting bids for a Phone
System Upgrade. Bid specifications are available
at the Johnston Town Clerk’s Office located at 1385
Hartford Avenue, Johnston, Rl 02919 beginning April
23, 2021 weekdays between the hours of 8:30 am
to 4:30 pm. Specs are also available on the Town’s
website at www.townofjohnstonri.com. Sealed bids
will be accepted until 10:00 am, May 5, 2021 at the
Johnston Town Clerk’s Office at the above address
and will be opened publicly at that time via a virtual
meeting using the Zoom meeting platform. See the
RFP for Zoom meeting details. The Town of Johnston
reserves the right to reject any or all responses or
parts thereof, to waive any informality in them, or
accept any bid deemed in the best interest of the
Town. The Town of Johnston will offer interpreters
for the hearing impaired provided the request is at
least three (3) days prior to scheduled bid opening by
calling (401)553-6618.

Joseph Chiodo, CPA

Finance Director
4/23/21

others, as well as the exper-
tise of mental health profes-
sionals and educators.

Their programs are free
and virtual. For more infor-
mation on all programs or if
you are an interested volun-
teer, visit namirhodeisland.
org or call 401-331-3060 or
email info@namirhodeis-
land.org.

Be Kind RI

Be Kind Rl is a new pro-
gram that connects vol-
unteers to their neighbors
across RI through text alerts
to coordinate food deliv-
eries from grocery stores
and food pantries. To sign
up, go to BeKindRILorg.
Volunteers must be 18 or
older and wundergo our
background check. Be Kind
Rl is open to those in RI ex-
periencing COVID-19 risk
factors including seniors
65+, anyone with underly-
ing health conditions, those
in quarantine or isolation,
anyone experiencing a lack
of childcare, and those who
would otherwise experi-
ence difficulty in obtaining
food. For assistance signing
up, call 877-958-8785.

Craft and activity
kits at the library

Free craft and activity kits
for children are available at
the Mohr Library. Stop by
the library to pick up one,
or email Ms. Meri meri@
mobhrlibrary.org or call 231-
4980 to make a reservation.

Looking for 78
Blizzard photos

The Johnston Histori-
cal Society is looking for
photos from the Blizzard
of 1978 that include rec-
ognizable backgrounds
in Johnston, such as busi-
nesses, landscapes, street
signs, things recognizable
in town. Please email them
to JohnstonHistorical1825@
gmail.com.

Johnston Senior
Center offers services

If you need any help

with heating, housing,
etc., during this cold win-
ter or any other time, con-
tact the Johnston Senior
Center Social Services De-
partment by calling 944-
3343. Madeline or Amy
will be happy to help you.

News from the
Mohr Library

Mohr Library is cur-
rently accessible to the
public during reduced
hours but continues to of-
fer curbside pickup and
other services during its
regular schedule. Services
include curbside delivery;
reference help by phone,
email or in person; recom-
mendation lists and one-
on-one help to explore
interests in reading, view-
ing and listening; print-
ing from home or your
device; use of computers
and copier; and a free no-
tary public, evenings and
Saturdays by appoint-

ment.

Johnston Community
Library Book Club

Kids ages 8 to 10 can
meet online, by invitation,
Thursdays at 3 p.m. to
hear readings and discuss
books with library trustee

and volunteer Denese
Carpenter.
Interested in  other

times or want to suggest
a book for discussion? Let
them know.

Parents can learn more
about sign-up procedures
by contacting Library
Director Jon Anderson.
Email info@mohrlibrary.
org or call 401-231-4980,
ext. 7.

SunriseScoops@aol.com.
Photos in jpg format are ac-
cepted and news can include
community events, promo-
tions, academic news and
nonprofit events as well as
virtual events. Email today
and see your news in our
column in the Johnston Sun
Rise. Please include a day-
time telephone number in
case we require any further
information.

LEGAL NOTICES

PLANNING BOARD MEETING
Tuesday May 4th, 2021;
6:00 P.M.

VIA VIDEO CONFERENCE

Via Computer:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81546278065

Passcode:
909334

iPhone one-tap: +16465588656

ViaTelephone:
+1 646 558 8656 or +1 301 715 8592
or 888 788 0099 (Toll Free) or 833 548
0276 (Toll Free)

Meeting ID: 81546278065
Passcode: 909334

NOTE: Please check out the “AC-
CESS INSTRUCTIONS for emeet-
ings held via Zoom” on the Town’s
web page under Meetings & Events.
https://www.townofjohnstonri.com/

Item 1 - Scheduled for 6:00 PM

PB 20-35 - Seasons Corner Market
Expansion - Preliminary Plan and
Unified Development Review for a
Minor Land Development. Located
at 525 Killingly Street - Plat 13 Lots
397 & 485 - Zoned B-2 - a 1.4-acre
parcel. Applicant: Colbea Enter-
prises, LLC. A Public Hearing on a
Minor Land Development and the pro-
posed expansion of an existing special

use permit to increase the number of
islands for gas service, a variance re-
quest to relocate an existing non-con-
forming free-standing sign, relocation
of an existing drive through sign and
expansion of a canopy sign.

IV. NEW BUSINESS

Item 2 - Scheduled for 6:15 PM

PB 21-19 - Regina Drive Subdivision
- Preliminary Plan of a 3 lot Minor
Subdivision - Located at the corner
of Simmonsville Avenue and Regina
Drive - AP 28 Lots 107 & 173 - Zoned
R-20 - Applicant: Arthur L. Carruolo
and 1025 LLC - Engineer: N. Veltri
Survey, INC.

A public meeting on the proposed 3 lot
subdivision.

NOTE - The Full Plan set is available
for review in the Planning Office 100
Irons Avenue Monday through Friday,
8AM to noon and 1PM to 3PM.

Planning Board documents are avail-
able for review and/or purchase 8:00
a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at the Planning Of-
fice, 1st floor, 100 Irons Avenue, John-
ston. New items not heard by 9:30 p.m.
may be rescheduled for a subsequent/
special meeting at the discretion ol
the Board. Facilities are handicap ac-
cessible. Inter-preter services may be
requested from TTD (401) 792-9642 ai
least 72 hours in advance.

4/16, 4/23, 4/30/21
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Senate passes bill permanently enacting Rl

The Senate has passed
legislation introduced
by President Dominick
Ruggerio to permanently
enact the Rhode Island
Promise program, which
provides up to two years
of free tuition for eligible
Rhode Islanders at the
Community College of
Rhode Island.

The program is cur-
rently set to expire with
the class entering CCRI
in September 2021. Presi-

set provision altogether,
making the program per-
manent.

“Rhode Island, the na-
tion and the world are
increasingly knowledge
economies,” said Rug-
gerio (D-Dist. 4, North
Providence, Providence).
“Higher education is
more necessary than
ever before, and it has
to be available and af-
fordable for all Rhode
Islanders. Rhode Island

improving two-year
graduation rates for stu-
dents. Removing barri-
ers to higher education,
particularly its high cost,
supports families, helps
Rhode Islanders land
better jobs, makes our
workforce more attrac-
tive to employers and
strengthens our econo-
my. Rhode Island Prom-
ise is a great program
that has proven itself ef-
fective, and we strongly

dents.”

The program was pro-
posed by Gov. Gina Rai-
mondo in 2017, and is
open only to students
graduating high school
who begin CCRI the fol-
lowing fall. To keep the
scholarship, they must
be full-time students
who qualify for in-state
tuition, maintain at least
a 2.5 GPA, and remain
on track to graduate on
time. As a “last-dollar”

ing costs of tuition and
mandatory student fees
after Pell Grants and
other sources of schol-
arship funding are fac-
tored in.

When originally pro-

posed, Rhode Island
Promise had a sunset
provision that would

have made it expire with
the class that graduated
high school in 2020 and
entered CCRI that fall.
The General Assembly

Promise of two free years at CCRI

get, extending to the pro-
gram for students who
are currently high school
seniors. With the passage
of the bill, the program
would be available to
students in perpetuity. It
currently costs $7 million
per year.

The measure now
moves to the House of
Representatives, where
companion legislation
has been introduced by
Speaker of the House

dent Ruggerio’s bill Promise has provenitself support making it a per- scholarship program, it included a one-year ex- K. Joseph Shekarchi (D-
would remove the sun- effective, significantly manent resource for stu- funds only the remain- pansion in the 2021 bud- Dist. 23, Warwick).
taneously, homeowners days this quarter. sons could be affordable cording to our polling riers to homeownership;

m Homes

(Continued from page 1)

homes, realizing that ei-
ther they wanted more
space or that they had too
much of it. They took on
renovation and expansion
projects and they thought
of moving to something
bigger or downsizing.

Rhode Islanders
weren’t alone.

D’Ettore said many liv-
ing in big cities or their
suburbs realized they
didn’t need to live close
to their place of business.
Rhode Island coastal com-
munities not only offered
opportunities, but home
prices here were a bar-
gain compared to what
other places had to offer
— homes within walking
distance of the beach and
on the beach selling for
less than $1 million, she
said.

Data provided by the
RI Association of Realtors
show that 23.4 percent of
homebuyers were from
out of state this March, as
compared to 17.6 percent
in March of 2020.

That’s only a chapter in
the story.

As D’Ettore observes
with the shutdown, man-
ufacturers of home build-
ing supplies and mills cut
back production. Work-
ers were laid off; some
plants were closed. Simul-

with time on their hands
turned to home improve-
ment projects. Lumber
and building supplies
became scarce. Contrac-
tors who won jobs prior to
the pandemic found they
were holding the short
end of the stick. Rising
prices were turning once
profitable projects into
losers.

It put the brakes on new
home construction.

Moreover, says
D’Ettore, with new home
construction and renova-
tions to older homes tak-
ing a hit, the inventory
was further constricted.

Fueling buying like gas-
oline poured on a fire, in-
terest rates were at record
lows. People who hadn’t
thought of buying a home
did the math and found
they could end up own-
ing a house for as much as
it was cost them to rent in
some cases. The demand
kept growing and the in-
ventory kept dropping.

In its quarterly report,
the Rhode Island Associa-
tion of Realtors reported
the sale of 2,170 single-
family homes with the
median price increasing
from $290,000 to $330,000,
or 13.79 percent. As an in-
dicator of the shortage of
single-family homes and
their demand, the average
days on market statewide
dropped from 68 to 46

In Warwick, 259 single-
family homes with a me-
dian price of $289,900 sold
in the quarter, reflecting a
decline of 8 houses and a
19.35 percent increase in
median price. Similarly,
199 single-family homes
in Cranston — up 49 hous-
es from the first quarter
in 2020 - sold at a median
price of $300,000, an in-
crease of 17.67 percent. In
Johnston, 87 homes, an in-
crease of 21, sold at a me-
dian price of $310,000 for
a 9.87 percent increase.

The hot housing market
has also trained the spot-
light on the shortage of
affordable housing, which
has become the focus of
research into constraints
on the development of
housing and a package of
legislation introduced by
Speaker of the House K.
Joseph Shekarchi.

The legislative pack-
age has the Rhode Island
Realtors Association’s en-
dorsement.

David Salvatore, RIRA
government affairs direc-
tor, finds the state’s mul-
tiple municipal zoning
regulations as a hindrance
to the development of af-
fordable housing. The as-
sociation supports house
Bill 5632 and its provision
allowing for “tiny homes.”
Salvatore described tiny
homes as being 150 to 400
square feet, which he rea-

to first-time buyers as well
as vulnerable populations
including veterans and as
an option to assisted living
for the elderly.

In written testimony to
the House Committee on
Housing and Municipal
Government,  Salvatore
says, “the first step in ex-
ploring a ‘tiny homes’ op-
tion includes a discussion
about public perception
that small homes are not
undesirable, low-quality
housing. In fact, 66 per-
cent of Rhode Islanders
support changing zoning
laws to allow the develop-
ment of alternative hous-
ing options like carriage
houses, garage apart-

ments or tiny houses, ac-

Obituari

In your time of need, the Johnston Sun Rise will
print your loved one’s full obituary for a small
charge. The paper also places the obituary on our
Web site, johnstonsunrise.net.

Should you desire our services, kindly inform
your funeral director, or call Sue Howarth at
(401) 732-3100 or email sueh@rhodybeat.com
for additional information. Obituary prices start
at $50. You may place the obituary in any of our
other newspapers for half price.

data.”

The association likewise
supports Senate Bill 478,
dubbed the First-Time
Homebuyers Savings Ac-
count Act. The measure
would enable prospective
homebuyers to save for
a down payment or clos-
ing costs through a tax
incentive program. In tes-
timony to the Committee
on Senate Finance, Salva-
tore points out the share
of first-time homebuyers
in the national home sale
market has fallen from 45
to 35 percent since 2009
according to the National
Association of Realtors.

He writes the asso-
ciation recognizes the act
“will not reduce all bar-

Thank you.

however, first-time home-
buyer saving accounts
would be a financial tool
for Rhode Islanders to
move closer to their goal.”

The association fur-
thermore supports the
creation of a deputy sec-
retary of commerce and
housing.

“Without a point person
who is empowered with
coordinating and execut-
ing a critical facet of our
economy, Rhode Islanders
will continue their strug-
gles to access housing
opportunities,  whether
owned or rented,” Salva-
tore wrote in an April 13
letter to Rep. Marvin L.
Abney, chair of the House
Finance Committee.

William Geremia
Happy Birthday in Heaven

APRIL 10
Fourth Anniversary

s
Loved and missed ~
Wife Linda, Son Billy &
Family

A0

QUINN FUNERAL HOMES

Family Owned and Operated Since 1857

FOUR CONVENIENT LOCATIONS

Thomas & Walter Quinn Funeral Home ¢ WARWICK 738-1977
Tucker-Quinn Funeral Chapel ® GREENVILLE 949-1370
Fagan-Quinn Funeral Home ¢ NORTH KINGSTOWN  295-5603

Potvin-Quinn Funeral Home ¢ WEST WARWICK 821-6868

VW

—

Michael E. Quinn, Patrick J. Quinn,
Jerome D. Quinn, Christopher P. Quinn
Stanley G. Larson, Paul C. Potvin,
John H. Grover, Maria A. King,
David Gill, Paul A. Flaso, Jr. s

QuinnFuneral

2l T Y

Elegance &

$4,195

WINFIELD &

FUNERAL HOME & CREMATORY

SERVICE &
CREMATION

Aﬁorda bility

. Emba]ming

SONS

* Rental casket

* Register book & prayer cards

* Use of facilities for calling hours,
ﬁ)]]owed by service in funera] home

* Choice of five urns

* Website obituary

571 West Greenville Road - Scituate
647-5421 - winfieldandsons.com
John E. Winfield, Jr., ED.
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Dreamland Learning Center

Where pIay and learning happen all day long - enrollments now open

1253 Hartford Ave.
Johnston, RI 02919

4
NOW/ENROLLING

6 Weeks — 12 Years Old

By JENNIFER COATES

Dreamland Learning Cen-
ter, a creative and cheerful
childcare center in Johnston,
is a bright and welcoming
place where learning is fun
and where every space was
designed to enrich the grow-
ing minds of the many chil-
dren who come here. This
learning center was opened
in 2015 and has been evolv-
ing and expanding ever since
to meet the needs of today’s
modern family ~ even, and
especially, as we are slowly
emerging from a difficult
and trying year.

Every space in this center
is thoughtfully planned and
designed to be develop-
mentally appropriate and
purposeful. Child-size furni-
ture makes each room look
comfortable and adapted
to the needs of pint-sized
early learners, while shelves
are filled with toys and walls
are strewn with art proj-
ects. Centers are set up for
imaginary play, arts & crafts,
building, science, music and

story time. The outside play-
grounds provide the perfect
place for youngsters to run
off all that childhood energy.
The playgrounds are even
divided for children of differ-
ent age groups. The after-
school room is replete with
long tables for homework
time. This space has served
as an organized area to work
when schools are only offer-
ing remote instruction.

The curriculum and staff-
to-child ratio requirements
here meet the strict stan-
dards of the state while all
staff are licensed and CPR
certified. The staff here
work as a team with one
goal in mind and that is to
enrich the lives of the chil-
dren over whom they have
been given this special stew-
ardship. In fact, the whole
facility is Bright Star® rated
for excellence.

The team at Dreamland
continue to be vigilant in
their efforts to stave off all
sicknesses, but most es-
pecially Covid infections.
All measures are in place,

BRIARCLIFFE

49 Old Pocasset Road
Johnston, RI

Memory Care Assisted Living Residence

BOOK A VIRTUAL TOUR
FROM THE COMFORT OF HOME

401.944.2450
www.briarcliffegardens.com

RHODYPRINTS

PROMOTIONAL PRODUCTS

Embroidered Apparel * Screenprinted Apparel ¢ Uniforms
Drinkware » Magnets  Calendars * Pens * Banners
Padfolios * Holiday Cards ¢ Key Rings * Tote Bags :

Coolers » Watches * Flash Drives * and much MORE! [
Contact Bob Giberti 3
for all your promotional product needs: | §
401-732-3100 » BobG@rhodybeat.com (8

WASH * DRY « FOLD
State-af the-Art | Drop Off Service
Equipment - oty 69¢ per Ih.
same ﬂld Prices! Includes Softener, Bleach, Soap & Hangers
Same Day Service

Laundry

Plaza 44 - 39 Putnam Pike ¢ Johnston  231-7019
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8am-9pm; Sat. & Sun. 7am-8pm

including the wearing of
masks by the staff and con-
stant sanitization. Access to
the classrooms in limited to
staff and children only and,
while in-person tours have
been temporarily suspend-
ed, virtual tours are offered
by appointment. You can
be assured that your child is
in a safe, secure, and happy
place!

If you are looking for child-
care this summer or are just
interested in giving your
child a fun place to spend
time with friends, check out
the Summer Camps starting
soon at Dreamland Learning
Center. Beginning on June
28th, your child can enjoy
hours of play, outdoor ac-
tivities and of course, lots of
learning. Call or visit their
website to learn more!

Dreamland Learning Cen-
ter is now accepting en-
rollment for children ages
6 weeks through age 12
years of age. After school
programs are in session.
The Center is located at
1253 Hartford Avenue. For
more information, to dis-
cuss your questions or con-
cerns, call 401-280-1400 or
visit their website at www.
dreamlandlearningcenter.
com. Normal hours have

now resumed to 7:00am to
5:30pm.
Be sure to check out the

other Dreamland Learning
Centers in West Warwick The playgrounds at Dreamland Leammg Centers are colorful, safe and offer the

(401-828-8200) and Paw- perfect place to enjoy the fresh springtime air and sunshine! Schedule a virtual tour
tucket (401-655-1000).

Pay

today and be sure to ask about Dreamland’s summer camps, starting in June.

)

R

&

_/

* Infant/Toddler/Pre-K Programs

« State-of-the-art Security

* In Compliance with CDC & DHS Regulations
« Licensed Daycare « Bright Stars

* CCAP Accepted

email info@littleangelsri.com

DesLittle Fin

9;@ S
= > Daycare, Inc.
LIVE WEB CAM

Visit your child live from work/home

401-349-0711
83 WATERMAN AVE., JOHNSTON, RI

Easy access from Rt. 6 & Rt. 295
www.littleangelsri.com

1041 Atwood Ave., Johnston * 2747300
(Between St. Rocco’s & Simmonsville Ave.) ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS
Mjehn D. Dick — Proprietor www.atwoodflorist.com

Get the Word Out About
Your Business!

Be part of the SPOTLIGHT ON BUSINESS and get the word out
with your ad, a feature story and photo...

All for just

40/w

Call today for details,
and people will be
talking about your
business tomorrow!

401-732-3100

(10-week commitment)

ek

In cludes
Web
fOl' t'le Same
low pricel!

¢ WARWICK BEACON

¢ CRANSTON HERALD

¢ JOHNSTON SUNRISE

¢ THE REMINDER

* RI NEWSPAPER GROUP

BEACON

COMMUNICATIONS

ACCOUNT EXECUTIVE

— > NATALIE PAYETTE

» . nataliep@rhodybeat.com
‘ p 401-732-3100
1944WARWICK AVENUE WARWICK, RHODE ISLAND 02889

Self Sey‘elf\i’ry
Wellness Spa

MASSAGE THERAPY —
Jessica Accetturo, LMT e Lic. #MT02530

401.465-6800

http://selfserenitywellnessspa.amtamembers.com

I Located in Johnston ¢ Gift Certificates Available '

@@
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Station Fire Memorial Park

‘Trial by Fire’ author seeks new
way of looking at Station blaze

By LAURA WEICK

The author of a book on
the Station nightclub fire
asked readers to consider
all angles of the tragedy
during a discussion host-
ed by the Cranston Public
Library Saturday after-
noon.

Scott James, the author
of “Trial by Fire: A New
Examination of the Station
Nightclub Fire,” spoke
about his book virtually.
Journalist Pamela Watts
hosted the event, which
was attended by 82 peo-
ple. You can watch the full
presentation at crowdcast.
io/e/trial-by-fire-a-new.

The  fourth-deadliest
nightclub fire in the Unit-
ed States occurred just
over 18 years ago on Feb.
20, 2003, killing 100 peo-
ple and injuring 230. The
rock band Great White
performed that night at
the West Warwick club,
but pyrotechnics the tour
manager launched at the
beginning of the show lit
the acoustic foam on the
walls on fire, trapping
people in the building.

In addition to the foam
insulation being highly
flammable, the building
had no fire sprinklers and
was over capacity when
the fire happened. James
said the building was not
properly inspected, which
is detailed in his book.

“Part of the reason for
writing this book is be-
cause I'd like to say that
we’ve learned some les-
sons, but I don’t think we
did,” James said. “I think
we can’t forget this case.
We should not forget this
case. It's important for
people to remember this
tragedy because it’s still
happening today.”

James, an author and
journalist based in San
Francisco, grew up in a
suburb of Providence.
Although he wasn’t in
Rhode Island when the
fire occurred, he said the
event has haunted Rhode
Islanders for years.

“When I would come
back [to visit family in
Rhode Island] people
would say, “You know, I'm
not sure we ever got the
full story because there
were never any trials,”
James said. “And people
had the sense that justice
was never served. I heard
this for many, many years
and after a while I decided
I would start to ask some
questions to answer their

concerns.”

Station nightclub own-
ers Jeffrey and Michael
Derderian and  Great
White’s  tour manager
Daniel Biechele were each
charged with involuntary
manslaughter.  Biechele
pleaded guilty and was
sentenced to 15 years in
prison, although he was
later released on parole.
The Derderian broth-
ers pleaded no contest
to avoid trial, so Michael
was sentenced to 15 years
in prison while Jeffrey re-
ceived a 10-year suspend-
ed sentence, three years of
probation and 500 hours
of community service. Mi-
chael was later released
on parole.

James said early in his
investigation he learned
that there had been mock
trials for both the broth-
ers and Biechele. While
Biechele was found guilty
in one of these mock trials,
the Derderians were not
convicted in their mock
trial. This made James
curious if there was evi-
dence the mock jurors saw
that the general public did
not that resulted in the
convictions.

He said the book re-
counts “fly on the wall”
moments including a con-
versation between then-
Gov. Donald Carcieri and
the editor of the Provi-
dence Journal at the time
about what to reveal to
the public, as well as a re-
count of when the victims’
families heard who would
get charged for the fire.

James also spoke with
the Derderian brothers
for the book, an anomaly
since the brothers have
been notoriously tight-
lipped about the incident
with the press. James said
he knew Jeffrey Derderian
from when he worked at
ABC6 in Providence, so he
eventually persuaded him
and his brother to be inter-
viewed.

“People have been told
one version of events, the
government’s version
of events, over and over
and over and over again
for now 18 years,” James
said. “So along comes
this book that says, ‘Well,
wait a minute. There are
other facts for you to con-
sider” Now they might
not change your mind or
how you feel about this,
but now we’re going to
lay them all out so you
can see for yourself and
make a decision, so you

get more sides to the story
than you've ever had.”

When Watts opened the
floor to questions, Brian
Wilk asked James through
the chat if he felt the
punishment given to the
Derderians was fair. James
said it all depends on your
point of view.

“Some people have
described this book as a
whodunit,” James said.
“Perhaps, but I'm not tell-
ing you whodunit. I'm
laying it all out there so
you could decide who
would be culpable, if it’s
the systems, or the institu-
tions, and whether or not
justice was served. This is
where you decide, not for
me to tell you.”

Another commenter,
Keith Francoeur, said he
read a review of the book
that described James as bi-
ased in favor of the Derde-
rians. James said he never
said the brothers weren’t
responsible in the book,
but that the book presents
multiple perspectives, in-
cluding the Derderians’.

One of the narratives
heavily featured in the
book is that of Gina Russo,
a survivor of the fire who
lost her fiancé that night
as well.

In an interview follow-
ing the online presenta-
tion, Russo told the War-
wick Beacon she did not
finish the first chapter of
the book since it was too
difficult emotionally for
her to read, but that she
heard about what was
included through friends
and phone calls from the
community.

James interviewed Russo
for the book but Russo said
she did not realize how fea-
tured her story would be.
She wishes she had been
informed about how big
her story would be in the
book. Russo also said some
information she heard was
in the book was not entirely
factual, particularly regard-
ing the legal aspects, and
she wishes James investi-
gated them more.

However, Russo said
she was glad the Derde-
rian brothers had the op-
portunity to share their
perspectives, and said
James had noble inten-
tions.

“[James is] a very nice
guy and I know what he’s
trying to do, it's about
never forgetting,” Russo
said. “I hope it puts every-
one on the road to a heal-
ing process.”

By Karen Kalunlan

Local > Adoptable > Loveable

Fun-loving Flynn will take your
breath away with his beautiful face
and snow white coat! He's a three
year old domestic medium hair with
bunny soft fur, a fluffy tail and striking
golden-green eyes. Flynn wants to
be your one and only prince, so he
needs a home with no other pets.
He also likes to play and can get
excited so he will need an adult only,
cat savvy owner. If you are a true
kitty lover and want to take this boy
home, please contact the Warwick
Animal Shelter at 401-468-4377 for
more information or email animal.
shelter@warwickricom  for an
application and an appointment to
meet him. Flynn can't wait to join
your castle and be your one and

only prince!

Photo credit: Karen Kalunlan

If you have been looking to adopt
or know of an animal in need,
please contact Karen directly at

animaltalk1920@gmail.com

Are you looking for an athletic girl, someone to run with you or to go hiking?
Then Sheena might just be the girl for you? This stunning one and half year
old black Lab mix loves to run, play fetch and once she feels comfortable with
you will be your best friend. Sheena is a bit shy when meeting new people so
it may take a few visits with her to see her true personality. She is available for
adoption at EGAPL The Heart of RI Animal Rescue League in Cranston. They
are currently open by appointment only so please visit their website at www.
heartofri.org to fill out an application. You may also call 401-467-3670. Sheena
can’t wait to meet you and show off her beauty and athleticism!

CLASSIFIED
ADVERTISING

Statewide

Coverage

HIRING « SELLING « BUYING
REACH OVER 130,000 HOMES

RHODE ISLAND NEWSPAPER GROUP

Help Wanted
Real Estate
Autos
ltermns For Sale

Call 732- 5100

Save Time.
Save Money.
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Sports

Panthers sweep Titans

PLAYOFF READY: Johnston's Brynn Roche goes to block a shot against Toll Gate. (Photos by Alex Sponseller)

JHS improves to 7-1, set for playoffs

By ALEX SPONSELLER

The Johnston girls volleyball team
continued to roll when it swept vis-
iting Toll Gate 3-0 last week.

The Panthers came out hot in the
first two sets, winning 25-9 and 25-
8.

Johnston, who has played five
sets in five different games, has had
a habit of letting teams back into
games and did just that in the third

OVERLOOKING

set. The Titans held multiple leads
throughout and forced the Panthers
to go on a late run to rally to a 25-20
win to close out the victory.

“It was good. We switched up
our lineup a bit in the third set, and
these girls are creatures of habit so
they had to adjust a bit, but they
were able to pull through. (Toll
Gate) made some adjustments and
were on their game in the third, but
we were able to pull through,” said

Johnston coach Greta Lalli.

Johnston leader and Rivier-com-
mit Brynn Roche was excited for
her team to get the win and build
some momentum heading into the
playoffs.

“We're all really excited to go to
the playoffs and want to be pre-
pared for it. We don’t want to be

JHS- PAGE 17

HAULING IT IN: Johnston’s Thomas Zednik hauls in
a touchdown last week. (Photos by Leo van Dijk/rho-
dyphoto.zenfolio.com)

Panthers roll to 27-0 win

By ALEX SPONSELLER

The Johnston football
team returned from a
week away by cruising
to a 27-0 shutout victory
over Juanita Sanchez/
PCD last weekend.

Deremy Stubbs got the
Panthers on the board in
the first quarter to give
Johnston the early 7-0
lead.

The Panthers would
extend the advantage to
21-0 at halftime when
quarterback Hunter
Remington  connected
with Tom Zednik for a

score, followed by a big
rushing touchdown from
Remington.

Although the Juanita
Sanchez/PCD  defense
solidified in the second
half, the Panthers would
get some insurance in
the fourth when Stubbs
rushed for his second
score of the game to
wrap up the victory.

The Panthers im-
proved to 2-0 on the sea-
son and will take on Ti-
verton this Friday night.

For more photos of the
action, check out page
16.

Youth sports return
signals progress

A handful of local
youth baseball and soft-
ball leagues opened this
past weekend and more
will be getting started in
the next couple weeks.

I remember last season
around this time when
Little League baseball
and other youth leagues
were put on hold with no
real start date. Something
felt off about it, it just felt
like something was miss-
ing to the spring season.

Most leagues were
able to get back out there
in June and enjoy a sum-
mer season. It was a re-
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How to catch monster tournament fluke

By CAPT. DAVE MONTI

Fishing recreationally  for
summer flounder (fluke) with
family and friends and fish-
ing a fluke tournament are two
different things. How different
you ask? Well you can find out
this Monday, April 25, 7 p.m.
at a Championship Fluke Fish-
ing seminar by two of the best
tournament fluke fishermen on
the East Coast, El Nino Fishing
Team leaders Nino Aversa and
Ron Redrow.

The El Nino Fishing Team won
over $160,000 in cash prizes last
year, taking both the “Fluke Til
You Puke” Rhode Island tourna-
ment and the “Flounder Pound-
er” tournament in Delaware.

The RI Saltwater Anglers As-
sociation online seminar will
place Aversa and Redrow in a
casual conversational style on-
line seminar format. The semi-
nar will cover how the duo pre-
scout areas, how they put their
team together, and how they set-
up their boat for tournaments.

RISAA members attend free,
it's easy to join at www.risaa.
org. Non-members are wel-
come with a $10 donation to the
RISAA Scholarship Fund. For
information contact Steve Me-
deiros, president, at 401.826.2121
or steve@risaa.org.

COVID impacts
on recreational data
lower than anticipated
Final 2020 recreational catch
and effort data estimates where
released by the National Ocean-
ographic & Atmospheric Ad-
ministration (NOAA) last week.
Data from the Marine Recre-

ational Information Program
(MRIP) are now available for the
Atlantic and Gulf Coasts, Ha-
waii and Puerto Rico.

The COVID impacts on Fish-
eries Management Plans, recre-
ational harvest limits and regu-
lations will be a lot less on the
recreational fishing sector than
originally anticipated.

NOAA said in a press advi-
sory last week, “While the CO-
VID-19 pandemic disrupted the
Access Point Angler Intercept
Survey (APAIS), its overall im-
pact on recreational fishing data
collection was lower than first
expected, and NOAA Fisheries
was able to fill gaps in 2020 catch
data with data collected in 2018
and 2019.”

NOAA'’s use of imputed data,
also known as proxy, or replace-
ment data, match the time, place,
and fishing mode combinations
that would have been sampled
had the APAIS continued unin-
terrupted. Imputed data were
combined with observed data to
produce catch estimates using
standard estimation methodol-
ogy.
NOAA said, “The use of im-
puted catch data had minimal
impact on the agency’s effort
estimates, as the mail and tele-
phone surveys that collect effort
data continued largely uninter-
rupted.”

Two new changes have been
made to MRIP queries. There is
now a Contribution of Imputed
Data to Catch Estimates column,
and a second new option that
allows users to select to include
rows with missing data for esti-
mate where no estimates exit.

The MRIP data and queries

website can be found at MRIP
Web Queries (www.fisheries.
noaa.gov/data-tools/recre-
ational-fisheries-statistics-que-
ries.

Where’s the bite?

Freshwater. “Trout fishing is
good and with restocking this
week it should continue to im-
prove as the weather warms,”
said Ken Landry of Ray’s Bait &
Tackle, Warwick. Dave Henault
of Ocean State Tackle Provi-
dence, said, “Freshwater fish-
ing is exploding with customers
catching largemouth bass, pike,
white perch and the carp bite has
been good too. The trout fishing
has been very strong at stocked
ponds so overall freshwater fish-
ing is great.” “Bad Luck Pond,
Rehoboth continues to produce
largemouth bass for customers
and the trout bite at Willet Ave-
nue Pond, Riverside; Only Pond,
Lincoln; and Brickyard Pond,
Barrington continue to produce
trout for anglers.” said John Lit-
tlefield of Archie’s Bait & Tackle,
Riverside.

Tautog fishing which opened
up April 1 continues to build.
“Anglers are catching fish in
lower water. The fish seem to be
heading for warmer water rather
than traditional deep water spots
that are too cold right now. Cus-
tomers are catching fish at India
Point, Providence where they
caught six keepers this weekend
and the Codington Cove jetty in
Middletown is yielding tautog,
anglers are working for them but
some keepers are being caught
there too.” “Tautog fishing in
Providence and East Providence
has been slow, some shorts (un-

S

CHAMPIONSHIP FLUKE FISHING: Ron Redrow of the El Nino

Fishing Team will speak at a Rl Saltwater Anglers Association
seminar. Visit www.risaa.org for information. (Submitted photo)

der the minimum 16-inch size)
have been caught at Kettle Point,
Riverside but no reports of keep-
ers being caught.”

Striped bass fishing is starting
to heat up with keeper sized fish
being caught in Narragansett as
well as at Conimicut Point, War-
wick. “Striped bass in the 27-30
inch range were caught using Al
Gags Whip-It Eels (white) while
fishing at night.” said Dave
Henault of Ocean State Tackle.
“Fishing for striped bass has
been slow.

One customers fished the
West Wall of the Harbor of Ref-

uge this weekend and could not
hook up, however, on the return
trip he fished the Middle Bridge,
Narragansett area and caught
two school bass on the Narrow
River.”

Dave Monti holds a captain’s
master license and charter fishing
license. He serves on a variety of
boards and commissions and has
a consulting business focusing on
clean oceans, habitat preservation,
conservation, renewable energy,
and fisheries related issues and cli-
ents. Forward fishing news and
photos to dmontifish@uerison.net or
visit www.noflukefishing.com.

Business Card
DIRECTORY

Advertise in the Johnston SunRise’s
Business Card

DePietro Roofing, Inc.

RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL
ROOFING SPECIALISTS
CALL FOR SPECIALS!

Quality Work * All Phases of Roofing
No Job Too Small

Call John 573-9328

FREE ESTIMATES ¢ INSURED ¢ REG. #22850

This Week s

Fedatured Business...

DIRECTORY

for only

*18 per week

12 week commitment)

Add the Warwick Beacon or Cranston Herald
for an additional $9 per week.

Call Sue at 732-3100

RHODYPRINTS

PROMOTIONAL PRODUCTS
— Embroidered Apparel - Screenprinted Apparel
Uniforms  Drinkware - Magnets - Calendars
Pens - Banners - Padfolios - Holiday Cards

Key Rings « Tote Bags  Coolers - Watches
Flash Drives - and much MORE!

= Contact Bob Giberti
for all your promotional product needs:

401-732-3100 - BobG@rhodybeat.com

CREATIVE PRODUCTS « INNOVATIVE IDEAS « PERSONALIZED SERVICE

AN

Weatherproof Home
Improvement

Dennis 732-9218

Fully Licensed/Insured Reg #31803

Raym

ond Pezzullo
Law Offices

FAMILY LAW

LANDLORD/TENANT LAW

CRIMINAL LAW
WILLS & PROBATE
DEBT COLLECTION

401-275-0669

1200 Hartford Avenue e Suite 117

Johnston, RI
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

DISINFECTING

WHaHING Y

HOUSES - DRIVEWAYS- SHEDS
WALKWAYS - BOATS - ETC.

— Free Estimates —

T&T Painting 944-0336

Family-Owned/Operated




16 Johnston Sun Rise

Friday, April 23, 2021

KEEPER: Johnston quarterback Hunter Remington scrambles for some yards.
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the products that would best promote your camp.

Rondeau’s to
host free clinic

FROM STAFF REPORTS

Saturday, April 24 from 9 a.m. -2 p.m,
will be an eventful day at Rondeaus
Kickboxing, located at 1408 Atwood
Ave in Johnston. The day will include a
free self defense course, book signings,
vendors, raffles, prizes, and more.

The day starts at 9 a.m. come check
out our classes in action. Take advan-
tage of this phenomenal opportunity to
attend our Fitness Kickboxing classes
at 9:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. At 11:15, our
Kids Class is available for children ages
7-12.

See what all the talk has been about,
as you get the best workout of your
life. No experience is necessary, our
instructors will be working with you
throughout the class!

From 12-1 p.m , Christina Rondeau,
5th Degree Black Belt, Professional Kick-
boxer, and owner of Rondeaus Kickbox-

ing, will be teaching a FREE self defens
e class for both adults and children over
14 years of age. During this class, the
participants will be learning effective
and proven self defense and personal
safety techniques.

At 1 sharp the exhibition fights be-
gin. Members step into the ring, raising
money for Knockout Wishes. Knockout
Wishes is Rondeaus Kickboxing Fund-
raising, where funds are utilized to help
others in the community going through
hardships.

Christina, author of several books
including the children>s book, “Wimpy
and Made With Love,” will be avail-
able for book signings throughout the
day>s events.

If you are a vendor and looking to
participate in the event, there are a few
table spots left, contact Christina Ron-
deau at 401-996-5425 or info@rkblive.
com.
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(Continued from page 14)

normalcy during a time when things
were just so uncertain regarding the
pandemic.

Although local programs were able to
get back out there, the summer contin-
ued to have a different feel as the All-
Star tournaments were put on hold. One
of the best American sports traditions
was wiped away for a year as kids were
stuck playing in their own home towns.
Something is better than nothing and
we were all grateful to be out there at
all, but once again, it was different.

We'll see how things shake out this
spring and summer, but it is nice to wel-
come the kids back in April again and as
far as I know, there will be some form of
All-Star play this summer.

Not having the tournaments last sum-
mer was one of the old cliché feelings of
not knowing what you had until it was
gone.

I've always enjoyed the tournaments.
It's always a fun environment and usu-
ally a laid back one as most things are
during the summer months. It's fun
watching kids travel from all over the
state to represent their communities and
see which is the top dog. It’s also surreal
to see local team make it to the World
Series. One minute you're covering
them down the street, the next, ESPN is
calling their game.

Not to go overboard with the impor-
tance of baseball and softball, but these
travel tournaments are so important
and special to the kids. Youth sports in
general build character and help social-
ize them, but to give them an opportu-
nity to see other areas of the state, coun-
try and to interact with those people as
well, it’s a great tradition.

So, as always, embrace and celebrate
local youth leagues and catch a game or
two even if you don’t have relatives par-
ticipating. Especially now that they're
back and things will closer resemble the
norm, it should be a fun few months.

Last Friday, there was an unexpected
snowstorm that threw a wrench into the
high school sports schedule. Between
the evening games being postponed and
even some of the early Saturday games,
things were all out of whack.

Then to compound those weather is-
sues, there were unfortunately some
COVID-related issues as well. Bishop
Hendricken’s game against rival La
Salle was canceled, as was Pilgrim’s
game against Middletown. The Crans-
ton East and West volleyball game was
also called off.

My question now becomes, how will
these cancellations impact the playoff

format and whatnot?

Obviously, if Hendricken goes 4-0
this season then it would be pretty
tough to deny them a playoff spot, that
won’t happen. But for those teams that
are closer to the mean that lose out on
games, what is going to happen?

Either way, it’ll be based on winning
percentage which is fair, I don’t have
any issue with it, but I'm sure some oth-
ers may. Who knows? I'm just thinking
out loud.

As for Cranston West, who's season
was cancelled since they are in COVID
protocol, what a tough blow.

The Falcons were having a solid
season and looked like they’d have a
chance to compete in the playoffs. Un-
fortunately, the timing of this was about
as bad as it could be and the girls won’t
have that opportunity. Sure, it is great
that they got to play for as long as they
did, but to have things cut short is dis-
appointing and once again, a sobering
reminder that we still have some work
to do to return to total normalcy.

Speaking of which, the normal spring
sports season is set to begin next week
and the gold season teed off on Monday.

Like Little League, it is great to see the
spring athletes return to the field after
missing the entire 2020 season.

I won't dive back into the importance
of giving these kids a season, I've done
that enough in the past year. I will ap-
proach this from another angle this time.

The unknown.

For some of our teams, especially
those that were toward the top in 2019,
how is 2021 going to look? How will
those freshmen that are now juniors
feel? The sophomores that are now se-
niors?

How will rosters shake out now that
teams will essentially be needing to
make up for two graduating classes?
How will those middle schoolers adapt
as sophomores?

It’s just a thought. Not that I would
prefer to have it this way, but it is an
intriguing idea. Will teams all be set
back a bit or will they be ready to hit
the ground running? Will the seniors
be ready to lead teams considering the
last time they hit the field they still the
new guys? How well will coaches know
what they have? What have the kids
done to prepare? So many questions to
be answered.

I was at the Pilgrim-Toll Gate gold
match at Valley Country Club on Mon-
day afternoon. After such a lousy week-
end of weather, it was nice to rebound to
a 65-degree, sunny day.

As I was making my way around the
greens, enjoying the weather, it all hit
me spring is finally here, and we have
so much to look forward to in the com-
ing months.



SERVICE: Johnston's Tori Viau gets set to serve against Toll Gate.

m JHS

(Continued from page 14)

cocky, but we want to be confident go-
ing into them. Right off the bat, we knew
that we wanted to come out strong. We
just need to play as a team, keep a posi-
tive attitude and stay up,” said Roche.

With the win, the Panthers improved
to 7-1 and remained in a dog fight atop
the standings. They squared off against
Portsmouth on Wednesday, but the re-
sults were not available at press time.

“(The playoff race is) intense, and I
am not sure they know how intense it
actually is since they are just out there
playing. It’s definitely big since we have
such a small group. It was tough for us
not having our full team here today,”
said Lalli, who’s JV team was in quar-
antine.

Lalli added: “They just have so much
fun on the court. They did the best that
they could, they played an unbeliev-
able first two games and regardless of
score, they stayed focused in the third.
They followed the ball, stayed in it,
and that’s a sign of a good team. When
it got tough, they stayed in it. We have
four seniors, four sophomores, and the
chemistry is fantastic. If they stay up,
they’re fantastic.”

Although the Panthers are still learn-
ing to close out games, last week’s win

was a step in the right direction and will
pay dividends moving forward.

“We’ve been to five games, five times.
With that, they’re in such great shape
and they don’t get tired. We don’t have
people to sub in, most of them play the
whole time and it’s usually more intense
than this. They just go and go,” said as-
sistant coach Margaret Guilmette.

The Titans were scheduled to face
West Warwick on Wednesday, but the
game was postponed.

Roche recently committed to play for
Rivier after feeling at home during a
campus visit.

“TJust the first time I visited the cam-
pus it felt right and I knew that I wanted
to play volleyball there. I reached out to
the coach and he offered me a spot. I'm
really excited,” said Roche.

Roche, who also plays club volleyball,
is excited for the challenge ahead and is
expecting a big step up in competition.

“The intensity of the game is really dif-
ferent. Even playing club is different, so
it’ll be different going from high school
to college. Keeping up my strength and
endurance will be a focus between now
and the fall,” said Roche, who will miss
her teammates and Johnston commu-
nity. “I'm going to miss my team the
most, I love playing with the girls that
we have. I miss having the fans here this
year, but I'll also miss having this crowd
here supporting us.”
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RETURN FIRE: Johnston's Gianna Fernandes returns a Toll Gate shot.
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5 Tips to Spring Clean Your Home Inside and Qut

FAMILY FEATURES

pring cleaning isn't just about purging dirt and grime. It's also

the perfect opportunity to take inventory of items around your

home. As you tackle this season’s cleaning, look for ways to im-

prove your overall living space, from getting rid of things you
no longer need to adding items that can work harder for you.

Consider these five ways to tackle your home inside and out this
spring.

Make organizing easier. As you clean each space, look for easy ways
to reduce unsightly messes and improve organization. If your entry-
way always becomes a jumbled pile of shoes and coats, consider add-
ing a storage bench and hooks to bring some order to the area. If the
kids’ toys always accumulate in the living room, add a storage chest
or large baskets to store them when not in use. If tools and equipment
make the garage unusable, install shelving units to keep everything
in place.

Eliminate the excess. Spring cleaning is also an opportunity to de-
clutter and make way for something new, either by donating or sell-
ing unused things. Whether it’s last season’s fashion and accessories
or unused tech and fitness gear, that item you never used — or haven’t
used in a while - may be exactly what someone else is looking for.
Online platforms can make the process easy and be a way to earn
extra cash or help fund other home upgrades. Look for marketplaces
that help you maximize your return; eBay, for example, is giving sell-

ers 200 free listings every month, meaning you only pay after your Photos courtesy of Getty Images
items sell.

_ . — 4 N
Reimagine your living space. If one area is becoming too crowded or Shop Smarter
doesn’t serve your family’s needs, consider items you can repurpose
for another part of the home. For example, move an unused chair Considering refurbished products for your shopping list can expand your options and make it easier to purchase
in your living room into a bedroom to create a reading nook. Keep top-of-the-line brands without going over budget. From tech and small kitchen appliances to outdoor power equip-
%{?u%fi)cus on function as you make changes that accommodate your ment, you can discover a breadth of items often in like-new condition.
ifestyle.

. , Shop for Multi-Purpose Items: When upgrading your arsenal of gadgets, tools and small appliances, look for items

Make smart additions. Once you've cleared your space, and sold that can serve multiple purposes. For example, many vacuums can transform into steamers or include mop attach-
things you no longer need, you can convert that extra cash into reli- ments and some pressure cookers can also be used as air fryers.
able home appliances and tech. For example, purchase or upgrade
items like vacuums, lawn mowers, power washers, drills and more to Feel Confident in Your Purchase: Sometimes upgrading means investing in a premium product you can count on to
help take your spring cleaning to the next level. You can make your last longer than entry-level models. With eBay’s Certified Refurbished program, you can find popular, professionally
money go further by choosing certified refurbished products; some inspected name brands at up to 50% off, all of which are backed by industry-leading two-year warranties for peace
marketplaces like eBay offer inventory that has been professionally of mind.

inspected by the manufacturer, or a manufacturer-approved vendor,

to look, feel and work like new. Keep Sustainability in Mind: Keeping functionality in mind and buying like-new items not only saves you money

. L. , ) ) now and in the future but can also help protect the planet by extending the life of products and reducing unneces-
Commit to revisiting regularly. It’s easy to let clutter and disorgani-

te.
zation slide when you get busy with life’s demands. Once your spring Sy wese
cleaning and reorganizing is complete, commit to reassessing your Learn more about buying refurbished at eBay.com/CertifiedRefurbishedHub.
home on a monthly or quarterly basis so you can make small adjust-
ments along the way, rather than face a major project every year. N\ /

4
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A refreshing time of year with so much to look forward to...
longer days, outdoor activities, grilling, gardening,
and hopefully a busy Spring Real Estate market

RhodyHome

By Donna DeLauro

If you've decided it’s
time to go ahead and
make the move to buy or
sell real estate you may be
asking yourself.. Where
do I begin?

Whether you are buying
or selling, please consider
contacting a professional
Realtor for a consultation
to discuss your goals and
how to reach them.

Real Estate can be the
most exciting, and costly
transaction you will make
in your life. Some of us
will experience it once,
or twice, some will have
many sales. Either way, a
real estate deal is signifi-
cant.

When you are thinking
about selling your prop-
erty, or purchasing a new
property, there are many
important decisions to be-
gin to make.

Let us look at both types
of transactions and talk
about what to expect once
you begin the process.

When selling...

Prepare the property
for sale

Should you make any
upgrades in order to get
the most money from the
sale? Maybe, or maybe
not - depending on the “as
is value” compared to the
“as done value” and what
it will cost to do the work.
Making upgrades prior
to selling may take more
time than you have and
cost out of pocket money
you're not in a position to
spend. In some situations,
it may be best to sell the
home as is and price ac-
cordingly so the buyer can
choose their own décor.

In many cases value can
be added with a little paint
and cleaning that will not
cost a lot but may allow a
higher asking price.

If there are condition
issues that may inhibit fi-
nancing, it may be worth
making the repairs in or-
der to open your buyer
pool to those who are fi-
nancing. Your profession-
al Realtor will be able to
guide you through these
options.

When is the best time to
list the property?

As I am sure you are
hearing and reading, this
is a great time to sell resi-
dential real estate. There
are not enough listing op-
portunities for the number
of buyers out there look-

ing to purchase a home
utilizing low interest rates
currently being offered.
Spring is traditionally
a good time to list since
the yard and homes look
prettier with green grass,
colorful flowers etc., and
buyers are making their
family move after children
complete their school year.
Market conditions will
drive the activity some-
what; however there will
always be a need for folks
to move for one reason or
another.

What is the best price
for the property?

In a market such as we
are currently in, many
sellers want to list high so
they aren’t leaving money
on the table. As a Realtor
of 20 years, it is my expe-
rience and advice to price
your property within fair
market value. If the buyer
is financing the purchase
there will be an appraisal
process required by the
lender to determine prop-
erty value based on recent
comparable property sales
in the local area, as well as
property condition. If the
appraisal result is at least
equal to or greater than
the purchase price, the
property will qualify. If
the appraisal value is de-
termined to be lower than
purchase price, the buyer
and seller may need to
renegotiate the deal. This
can create delays to the
closing process or often
times the deal will be off
and everyone has to start
over. By this time buyers
have spent money on in-
spections and the apprais-
al, and sellers will have
begun their moving pro-
cess and their future plans
will be delayed as well.

Do you need to find an-
other property
prior to selling

your current home?

If you are looking to
purchase a property but
need to sell your current
home in order to finance
the new purchase, your
sale and purchase will be
contingent upon both fac-
tors. This is an important
discussion you will have
with your Realtor and
lender in your planning
stage. A well-coordinated
strategy will be critical to
the successful transition.

If buying...

Now more than ever it is
important to work with a
professional who is repre-
senting you and working
in your best interest. The
current real estate market
is very competitive as so
many buyers are looking
and making offers on the
same few listing opportu-
nities. Sellers will analyze
multiple offers with their
realtor to determine which
buyer will get them to the
closing table with the least
amount of roadblocks
while bringing in the most
dollars. Sometimes it is a
matter of who can offer
the most money. Other
times it is the best terms
of the offer that will ben-
efit the seller’s situation.
Maybe they need time to
find their next home, or
to settle an estate. Some
will not have the means
to make repairs or pre-
pare the property for clos-
ing. Allowing the seller to
complete their transaction
with the least amount of
stress can add value to
your offer. How you are
paying for the property is
of great importance to the
seller. Buyers with strong
financing and no contin-
gencies are attractive to
sellers.

What price range are you
able to purchase?

The most important part
of your home purchase is
financing. I will always
recommend buyers begin
by seeking out a reputable
purchase focused lender
who will provide a vari-
ety of loan options that
will best fit their financial
situation and goals. Your
Realtor can recommend
lenders who will pro-
vide great service and get
you to the closing table
smoothly and successful-
ly. As mentioned earlier,
buyers with a reputable
lender can be the differ-
ence between getting your
offer accepted or not in
multiple offer situations.

Where do you want to
make your purchase?

Location, location,
right? It is important to
think about where you
want to live. This may not
be your forever home and
you might want to resell
in the future. The loca-

tion may be the difference
between a good invest-
ment for the future or not.
Think about the area and
future potential for stabil-
ity in value, improvement
to the area or area digres-
sion.

What type of property
are you looking for?

Are you looking to pur-
chase a single family, multi
family, = condominium?
Your realtor can create
searches in MLS (Multiple
Listings Service) for what-
ever property type you are
looking to purchase and
generate email alerts to let
you know what is for sale
in your price range. Stay-
ing on top of the market
will be important espe-
cially now as new listings
that are priced appropri-
ately in decent condition
in a desirable location will
sell quickly, sometimes
within the first few days!

As you saw there are
many things to consider
when deciding to enter a
Real Estate Transaction.

Your experience will be
exciting successful and
stress free, with the right
team of experts on your
side.

Choose wisely and best
luck!

Donna DeLauro is a Real-
tor at RE/MAX Real Estate
Center in Coventry. She is
also a Senior Real Estate
Specialist and the Proud
Founder of Mature Matters.

REALTOR®

realestatelri.com

CENGH

¥ THANK YOU FOR
YOUR REFERRALS

Real Estate
MASTERS >

COMMITMENT TO EXCELLENCE

“I SERVED my country,
now I want to SERVE YOU?”
Call me for a

free market analysis
on your home

401-862-9452

Fantonetti@cox.net

RHONDA
SCHNEIDER

401-255-8601

rhondasellsne@gmail.com

1645 WARWICK AVE. STE 209, WARWICK

REAL ESTATE'

—_— ®
Pride in Performance

Frank Antonetti CBR, GRI Realtor®

RE/MAX REAL ESTATE CENTER

Michelle Pacheco

401-626-6243

“l put the REAL in Real Estate.
Either keep it REAL or keep it moving!”

[ezan)

e

E3 Pacheco Property Page
@ Pacheco_sellsRI

Call Mary Lyons, Associate
SRE/MAX
¥ REAL ESTATE CENTER

37 Sandy Bottom Road, Coventry, R1 02816
Cell: 401.439.8507 - Office: 401.823.7600

Concerned about buying or selling
due to COVID-19?

Contact me for a consultation to determine if it's the
right time for you based on your unique situation,
Donna DeLauro, Realtor

Dedicated to providing quality service

Proud founder of Mature Matters
Senior Real Estate Specialist

401-486-6044
oRE/MAX

¥ REAL ESTATE CENTER

(COMMERCIAL (CAPITAL

4

We offer 100% for the Purchase & for
the Rehab/Construction Costs

To qualify you must have a strong,
proven, track record.

A financing program for Highly Experienced

Construction Professionals.
You must be HIGHLY-QUALIFIED for this program

Contact us @

*Any Size Residential Property Can Be Done*

www.CornerstoneCommercialCapital.com -
— B
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Protect Your Health with a
Heart-Smart Eating Plan

FAMILY FEATURES
s people have spent more time at home, many have rediscovered the
simple joy of home-cooking and stumbled upon a secret weapon for
health at the same time. By making smart, intentional decisions from
breakfast to dinner and every meal (and drink) in-between, they are

supporting strong bodies.

A heart-smart eating plan is especially important for more than 30 million
people in the U.S. living with type 2 diabetes who are at double the risk for
heart disease and stroke compared to those without diabetes, according to
the American Heart Association and American Diabetes Association’s Know
Diabetes by Heart initiative. When managing diabetes and heart health,
building a consistent eating plan with the right balance can be a powerful tool.

Healthy eating provides benefits for the whole family whether members are
managing existing health conditions or not. This recipe for Baked Parmesan
Chicken is packed with 30 grams of protein in each serving yet delivers only
280 calories. For a tasty way to increase vegetable intake, try pairing the
no-sugar chicken dish with Green Beans with Mushrooms and Onions.

A key to feeling your best begins with the first meal of the day. Start the
morning on a nutritious note with this Ham and Broccoli Frittata — a low-sugar,
low-fat, low-calorie alternative to traditional fat- and sugar-laden breakfast
foods. With this recipe, you’re setting yourself up for a healthy day and getting
the energy you need to live it to the fullest.

Find more recipes and learn more about managing the connection between
diabetes and heart health at KnowDiabetesbyHeart.org/Recipes.

Baked Parmesan Chicken

Recipe courtesy of Know Diabetes by Heart
Prep time: 15 minutes
Cook time: 18 minutes
Servings: 4 (3 ounces chicken per serving)
Cooking spray
large egg
tablespoon water
teaspoons olive oil
1/3 cup finely crushed, low-sodium, whole-grain crispbread
1/3 cup shredded or grated Parmesan cheese
2 tablespoons minced fresh parsley
1/2 teaspoon ground oregano
1/4 teaspoon pepper
4 boneless, skinless chicken breasts (about 4 ounces each),
all visible fat discarded, flattened to 1/4-inch thickness

Preheat the oven to 400 F. Lightly spray a 13-by-9-by-2-inch
baking dish with cooking spray.

In a shallow dish, whisk the egg, water and oil. In a separate
shallow dish or pie pan, stir together the crispbread, Parmesan
cheese, parsley, oregano and pepper. Dip the chicken in the egg
mixture then in crumb mixture, turning to coat at each step and
gently shaking off any excess. Using fingertips, gently press the
coating mixture so it adheres to the chicken. Arrange the chicken
in a single layer in the baking dish. Lightly spray the chicken with
cooking spray.

Bake for 15-18 minutes, or until chicken is no longer pink in the
center and the top coating is golden brown.

D et

Nutritional information per serving: 280 calories; 80 calories from
fat; 9 g total fat; 2.5 g saturated fat; O g trans fat; 1 g polyunsaturated
fat; 4 g monounsaturated fat; 125 mg cholesterol; 340 mg sodium;
530 mg potassium; 18 g total carbohydrate; 4 g dietary fiber; 0 g
sugar; 0 g added sugar; 30 g protein; 370 mg phosphorus.

Choices/Exchanges: 1 starch, 4 lean protein.

Ham and Broccoli Frittata

Ham and Broccoli Frittata

Recipe courtesy of Know Diabetes by Heart
Prep time: 10 minutes

Cook time: 25 minutes

Servings: 4 (1/4 frittata per serving)

2

1/4
1/4

Cooking spray

cups frozen fat-free potatoes
O’Brien, thawed

ounces small broccoli florets, rinsed in
cold water, drained but not dried

large egg whites

large egg

ounces lower-sodium, low-fat ham
(uncured, nitrate/nitrite-free), cut
into 1/4-inch cubes

cup fat-free milk

teaspoon pepper

Preheat the oven to 400 F.

Lightly spray a medium ovenproof skillet with
cooking spray. Heat over medium heat. Remove from
the heat. Put the potatoes in the skillet. Lightly spray
with cooking spray. Cook for 4-5 minutes, or until
potatoes are golden brown, stirring occasionally.

In a microwaveable bowl, microwave the broccoli,
covered, on high for 3-4 minutes, or until tender-crisp.
Drain in a colander. Stir the broccoli into the potatoes.

In a medium bowl, whisk the egg whites and egg.
Whisk in the ham, milk and pepper. Pour the mixture
over the potatoes and broccoli; stir well.

Bake for 15-18 minutes, or until the eggs are set.

Nutritional information per serving: 180 calories;
30 calories from fat; 3 g total fat; 1 g saturated

fat; 0 g trans fat; 0.5 g polyunsaturated fat; 1.5 g
monounsaturated fat; 60 mg cholesterol; 460 mg
sodium; 570 mg potassium; 17 g total carbohydrate;
2 g dietary fiber; 4 g sugar; 1 g added sugar; 18 g
protein; 210 mg phosphorus. Choices/Exchanges:

1 carbohydrate, 2 lean protein.

Green Beans with Mushrooms
and Onions

Recipe courtesy of Know Diabetes by Heart
Prep time: 10 minutes
Cook time: 10 minutes
Servings: 4 (1/2 cup per serving)
Water
ounces green beans, trimmed
teaspoons olive oil
ounces sliced mushrooms,
stems discarded
1/2 cup thinly sliced onion
1 medium garlic clove, minced
1/8 teaspoon salt
2 teaspoons fresh lemon juice
1 pinch pepper

E ) S N-L)

Baked Parmesan Chicken

Fill a medium saucepan 3/4 full of water. Bring to a boil,
covered, over high heat. Cook the green beans, uncovered,
S minutes, or until tender-crisp. Drain well in a colander.

In a medium nonstick skillet, heat the oil over medium-
high heat, swirling to coat the bottom. Cook the mushrooms,
onion, garlic and salt 5 minutes, or until the mushrooms
are soft and lightly browned, stirring frequently. Stir in the
lemon juice, pepper and cooked green beans.

Nutritional information per serving: 60 calories;

25 calories from fat; 2.5 g total fat; 0.5 g saturated fat; 0 g
trans fat; 0.5 g polyunsaturated fat; 1.5 g monounsaturated
fat; 0 mg cholesterol; 60 mg sodium; 300 mg potassium;

9 g total carbohydrate; 2 g dietary fiber; 4 g sugar; 0 g added
sugar; 2 g protein; 70 mg phosphorus. Choices/Exchanges:

2 vegetable, 1/2 fat.

Green Beans with Mushrooms and Onions
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arved powder horns from the
mid-to-late 18th century are
wonderful pieces of early
American folk art. From animals
and ships to other scenes, they
help tell the story of the era
through simple and sometimes
naive carving. The best part for
me is when there is a name and a date to
research and find out more about the life of
the original owner. | took in one such horn a
few weeks ago.

As | had other things to do first, | placed
the horn within eyesight and would pick it up from time-to-
time to look at the carving and name. When | got the chance
to sit down with it and do research, more information came
to light.

Itis a typical horn of the period, a cow horn that has been
shaved and filed to shape and is made for someone who is
right-handed. It is not typical in that it is made with a brass
spout and a band to attach the spout made of lead. This
could have been a period repair but it's something | haven't
seen often. It has a typical pine plug fit into the base of the
horn that is attached with tiny wooden pegs. The base has
cross hatched lines with half circles, a crude ship with a
flag and pennant, a snake, incised lines and foliate designs.

Looking to BUY Your Collctbles §3

R

N,

We are actively purchasing

COMIC BOOKS
TOYS - RECORDS

We are looking for collections large & small.
Call to let us know what you have.

537 Pontiac Avenue,
Cranston, RI

(401)781-5017
thetimecapsule@mail.com
Open 7 Days - 11am to 7pm

By Joel Bohy

Cranston, Rl

Along the side it is marked “IOSEPH RUMRILL/HIS HORN
IULY Ye 28: 1748." The next step was to see what | could
find out about him.

Joseph Rumrill was born in Chelmsford, Massachusetts
about 1726. At some point he settled in Townsend,
Massachusetts, a small town in northwest Middlesex
County. As he was a male over the age of 16 it was his
duty to join the militia. Tensions were running high with
the French and their Native allies after King Georges War,
and he enlisted in Captain Edward Hartwell's company
on August 9, 1748 to guard against enemy attacks. He
served in Hartwell's company until October 17, 1748 but
his service did not end there. He was still serving in the
militia and is listed as a member of Captain John Stevens

Historic Arms & Militania
Bruneau & Co. Auctioneers

YOUR AD HERE

Appears in the Warwick Beacon,
Cranston Herald & Johnston Sun Rise

ALL 3 PAPERS FOR ONLY

39 /week

(minimum 4 weeks)

Call Today — 732-3100

BLES

foot company of Townsend and he received a
bayonet for his gun on November 3, 1759.

Rumrill married Lucy Stevens on June
22, 1749 and started a family. On April 19,
1775 when the British marched to Concord
to destroy Provincial stores sparking the
American Revolution, he marched along with
his 19-year-old son, Joseph jr., in Captain
James Hosley’s company, Colonel William
Prescott’s regiment. While they did not arrive
in time for the fight that day, they did take
part in the Siege of Boston.

He seems to have returned to Townsend
after April 19 and resumed his life. He died on May 21,
1799 at the age of 73 and is buried in Townsend.

While the entire story is not complete, this carved horn
gives us a glimpse into the life of a Colonial man. A husband,
father, and his community life during this tumultuous period
and the founding of a nation.

 BRUNEAU&'

-w Antiques - Fine Arts - Unusual Objects

401 -533-9980 - Bruneauandco.com

CA$H FOR GOLD

BUYING and SELLING

Gold  Silver « Diamonds * Jewelry * Coins & more!
OLD, NEW OR BROKEN - WE BUY IT ALL!

Atvaod Coipapd Deweluy

L

SN
;\‘-; ‘ex‘h B2 e £ %
e p-d Ss o Ts &
ILABLE — PRIVATE APPOINTMEN
Nol-%‘l‘.l‘g; CALLS FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE
1450 Atwood Ave, Suite 10, Johnston, Rl 02919
401.525.CA$H (2274)

MON. 10AM-6PM  TUES.-SAT. 9:30AM-6:30PM * CLOSED SUNDAY

I\
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732-3100

NOTICES
Announcements

010 Notices

015 Devotions

030 Child Care Offered

040 Child Care Wanted

050 Business Services

060 Lost & Found

070 Misc. Wanted

075 Entertainment

080 Personal Services

085 Counseling

090 Classes/Instructions

095 Tutoring

AUTOMOTIVE

100 Autos Wanted

110 Auto Repair

120 Auto Parts

130 Autos For Sale

135 Mini Vans For Sale

140 Trucks/Vans For Sale

150 Motorcycles For Sale

160 RV's/Campers For Sale

170 Auto Rent/Lease

180 Auto Insurance

MERCHANDISE FOR SALE 320 Pets/Animals 630 Rooms For Rent 705 Investment Property
Bazaars/Flea Markets 330 Pets Needing Homes 635 Duplex for Rent 710 Maobile Homes For Sale

202 Craft Items/Sales 340 Animal Care 640 House For Rent 720 Land For Sale

205 Yard Sales 350 Pet Services 645 Commercial Rentals 730 Vacation Property

210 Free Merchandise 370 Free To Good Home 650 Store/Office For Rent 740 Florida Property

215 Misc. For Sale 655 Storage Space 750 Real Estate Wanted

220 Antiques/Collectibles BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 660 Vacation Rentals 760 Real Estate Financing/Services

225 Boats & Motors Businesses For Sale 665 Marinas 770 Condominiums For Sale

230 Building Materials 405 Business Opportunities 670 Wanted To Rent 780 House For Sale

235 Coins/Jewelry 410 Business Opportunities Wanted 680 Roommate Wanted 790 Auctions

240 Cameras 420 Money To Lend 690 House To Share

243 Business/Office Equipment 490 Employment Service BEAY EETATE 900 BUSINESS SERVICES

245 Computers

250 Firewood /Fuel/Stoves 700 Commercial For Sale

255 TV/Entertainment EMPLOYMENT

260 Musical Instruments 500 Help Wanted

265 Furniture 510 General Office Please Check Your Ad!

27 Appli 2 Medical Help Wa .

et R Bag s;;‘;“;m;@,an;;ged We make every effort to carefully proofread all advertisements, however, we ask you to check

ggg g;cg;ﬁlst’%xm_me E—— 540 Jobs/Situations Wanted your ad the first time it appears. If you find an error, call 732-3100 so that we may correct it in

290 Machinery/Tools RENTALS the next publication. Sun Rise shall not be liable for errors or omissions in, or failure to insert,

PETS /ANIMALS 605 ﬁglﬂ]{;‘gﬂ"‘s For:Rent any advertisement for which it may be responsible beyond the cost of the actual space occu-
300 Dogs For Sale 610 Condos For Rent pied by the item in which error or omission or failure too insert occurred. Advertiser will be

310 Cats For Sale 620 Garage For Rent entitled to refund of advertisement price or insertion in next issue at advertisers's option.

100 Autos Wanted

WE BUY JUNK CARS: Any
auto, any condition. Call 516-
8822.

130 Autos For Sale

2002 LEXUS, RX300, SUV:
145,000 miles. Well main-
tained. Runs good. Call 497-
7068.

205 Yard Sale

Yard Sale ads start at $30
for 4 lines in the Warwick
Beacon, Cranston Herald
and Johnston Sun Rise.
Deadline is Tues., 10 a.m.
for Thurs. & Fri. papers.
Call Sue @ 732-100 or

email sueh@rhodybeat.com
500 Help Wanted

CARPET CLEANING Trainee:
Starting pay $16/hr. Valid
dricer's license. Clean BCI.
Able to lift 50 Ibs. Fulltime with
overtime, Mon.-Sat. Medical,
benefits, profit sharing. Call
Bill at 401-258-9648.

500 Help Wanted 500 Help Wanted

500 Help Wanted 500 Help Wanted 500 Help Wanted

Highland Memorial Park

Seasonal Help Wanted
Cemetery Lawn Care & General
Cleanups. $11.50/hourly rate.
Call Robert Branch, 401-231-2120

CLEANER: 6 A.M.-NOON.
Monsday thru Friday.
$12.50/hr. Must have valid dri-
ver’s license, reliable vehicle
& clean BCI. Prov., Crans. &
Warwick. Call Paul 310-1120.

OVERNIGHT WAREHOUSE
WORKER: Will train.
$16.25/hour, OT after 8 hours.
Lots of overtime available. Eli-
gible for healthcare. Apply in
person, Centrex distributers,
199 Hopkins Hill Rd. West
Greenwick or e-mail Ilwhite
@centrixri.com (401) 397-
6100.

JAY PACKAGING GROUP
$900 SIGNING BONUS"

*Signing Bonus is available to new employees for the suc-
cessful completion of their new position as a packer or ma-
terial handler.

Located in Warwick, RI, we are a leader in the printing and
packaging industry, providing our customers with packag-
ing solutions that stretch the limits of technology while de-
livering products in a timely, consistent and cost-compet-
itive manner. Our customer base is growing and we need
motivated individuals to join our team and help to create
innovative visual display packaging. These positions are
full time and not seasonal positions.

Hand Packers — 1st, 2nd & 3rd Shift
Material Handlers -1st, 2nd & 3rd Shift
Press Feeder- off shifts

2nd shift finishing Supervisor
Thermoforming Operator

We offer a competitive benefit package including Blue
Cross Blue Shield and Dental, VSP eye care, company-paid
life insurance, 401(k), savings plan, vacation/holidays, and
employee recognition programs in addition to a safe, clean
working environment.

Mena Raso
Senior Human Resources
100 Warwick Industrial Drive
Warwick, RI 02886
Grow®? " Fax: 401.244.1398

n‘) L) . .
Vot e e-mail: mraso@jaypack.com

m"“ ater®”

.__WAIL-IN ADVERTISING FORM

| m4 Lines / *10°”

+ $1.00 for each additional line

* Bold Face First Line of ad for $2.00 per week

* Does Not Include Employment Ads

Run your ad for 4 weeks or more & SAVE 50¢ per week
PHONE

ADDRESS

cITyY STATE P

JAMOUNT ENCLOSED § CHECK ¢

# OFWEEKS ADISTORUN

USE 1 BLOCK FOR EAGH LETTER, NUMBER OR PUNCTUATION MARK. LEAVE ONE BLANK BLOCK BETWEEN EACH WORD OR AFTER EAGH PUNCTUATION MARK. (MININUM OF 4 LINES)

EXPIRATION DATE: _ 3 DHGIT CODE

Ise

DEADLINE:
) TUESDAY at 10 AM
d
3 Draw 0
4 $10.00/Week to your ad
$12.00 wiBold . )
5) with shading -
$11.00Week
; :202:;:""*“ Only $2.00
4 eel
$14.00 w/Bold per wee“
MAIL COMPLETED FORM TO:

Johnston Sun Rise Classified Dept.
1944 Warwick Avenue « Warwick, Rl 02889

Are you ready to make a move?
MUTUAL HVAC

IS looking for qualified/licensed HVAG Service
Technicians [with 5+ years experience)
to join our team!

We offer full henefit package, including
> Excallent Pay
> 401K plan
> Paid Vacation, Sick days, & Holidays
> Health/dental/vision insurance

&

> Sizeable sign-on bonus

Please call 401-351-3300 to schedule an interview.
EEQ/Drug-free workplace

650 Store/Office For Rent

645 Commercial Rental 645 Commercial Rental

OFFICE SPACE: For rent in

Holistic Health Center on
Providence’'s East Side.
Shared waiting room, large
(12x16) room, zone heating,
good light, good parking. For
details, call Mark Brody, MD
at 401-861-4643.

For Lease - Retail

1121 Warwick Avenue

Adjacent to Ocean State Job Lot
Sholes Properties 401-463-5600

email: sueh@rhodybeat.com

750 Real Estate Wanted

JOHNSTON WE BUY HOUSES: Any con-

dition!! Quick sale!! House
needs work? We don’t mind.
Call 401-595-8703.
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Business
Services

921 Power Washing

945 Painting

Coast to Coast
Power Washing
Everything Residential.
When Quality/Service
Matters, call Ken,
401-413-0541.
Satisfaction Guaranteed!
Save 15% off!

Levine Painting Co,, Inc.
Commercial + Residential
Interior & Exterior
Painting «Wallpaper
Nathan Levine 736-0600
reg. #7140 (Cell) 323-6100 insured

929 Home Improvements

Weatherproof
Home Improvement
Interior/ Exterior Painting
Roofing  Siding Gutters Decks
Dennis
732-9218 wy#in

T & T Painting
944-0336
Interior Painting
No deposit required
Pay upon Completion
Fully Insured - Req.33469
Free Estimates - 35 yrs, experience
tipainting.com

948 Plastering

933 Electrical

Valco Electric
Residential Specialist
Electrical Upgrades

Trouble Shooting & Repairs
Prompt & Courteous Service

401-921-3143
Lic. #A3990 AmEx/Disc/MC/Visa Insured

936 Handyman

Harold Greco Jr.
Plaster Perfection
ALL Small Repair Specialist
Emergency Water Damage Repairs
Historic Restorations
Painting
Senior, Veterans & Cash Discounts
Integrity & Passion
ALL MAINTENANCE

Reg. #4114 % Member BBB % Est 1946

call now! 738-0369

John’s Construction
Handyman Setvices
PaintingWindows

Ca
942-1729

15% OFF next project with ad.
Reg. #24655 ~  Insured

949 Fencing

937 Screens Repaired

SCREENS
REPAIRED
Fiberglass or Aluminum
Pet Resistant
287-1580

No contact
Pick-up Available

939 Moving & Storage

R.L. Davis Movers, Inc.

Residential - Commercial

Packing Services & Supplies Available
5% Senior Discount
Serving All of New England

401-463-0006

Lic. #MC134 Insured

942 Landscape Materials

CONFREDA FARMS
Fertile Farm Loam
Sereened to 112 inch
80/50 Mix

Processed Gravel

737-7662 827-5000

Reilly Fence Inc.
Professional installations of
Vinyl Wood e Aluminum

Chainlink Fences

Insured e Free Estimates
Call & book an appt. today!

228-3647 Reg. 440392

953 Qil Tank Removal

Why walt for your ofl tank to lsak?
Old oil tanks removed
Licensed RI Waste Transporter
Drum Disposal
Newton B. Washburn, LLC.
Insured @ Reg. #27176 #RI1877

401-647-9606

963 Roofing

Rawlinson Home

Improvements, Inc.

Your Local Roofing &
Painting Company

A Great Job at a Great Price
Small Roof Repairs to Total
Replacement

401-529-0649

Call Brian for a Free Estimate

Reg, #10690

965 Rubbish Removal

943 Landscaping

Complete
Landscaping
Grass Cutting

Masonry Work
All Work Guaranted

Jake 374-3695

Free Estimates Reg. #37648

House Junk Removal
Garages Basements
Small Demolitions
Reliable Service
Reg. #2983 & Insured

286-0505

Spring Cleanups
House - Cellars - Yards
Garages -Moving?
Anything hauled away, some for FREE!
30 yrs. - Reliable Service!
741 -2781 Lic #7379 - Inswred

Everyone loves a

YARD
SALE

so tell everyone where and
when by placing an ad today!

Call 732-3100

INVEST IN YOUR COMMUNITY.

focaf

SHOPPE

PROPANE FILLING STATION
[
2 621-8129 caipri
PROPANE
TANKS | * Open 7 days a week 8& sﬂi
FILLED | . Open all year e~
e * English &ySpanish GB' ll'

904 Manton Ave. * Providence (IN FRONT OF STOP & SHOP)
Phil. Johnston32@gmail.com * www.jfcpropane.com

WET LEAKY BASEMENT?

* PUMPS INSTALLED ¢ UNDER FLOOR DRAINAGE
* FOUNDATION & BULKHEAD REPAIRS
LET A PROFESSIONAL SOLVE YOUR BASEMENT WATER PROBLEMS

(401) 225-2000

www.DivConServices.com

John A. D’Ambra

Diversified Services RI Reg. #9386

Homemade
%’c’y{%ﬂ? Chicken &
Waffles

Farm Fresh
Eggplant
Parmigiana

6 401-270-7371 @ esn ey 999

Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner cyp of Soup

1031 Plainfield Street Small Pasta
Johnston, R 02919
(1) Meatball

Open Daily 7AM-8PM oy Chorizo

Place Your Ad Today

Reach
LOCAL
Customers'

ONLY 1500 PER WEEK

(10-week commitment)

w/ Choice of

3.42'x2" ad
FREE COLOR WHEN AVAILABLE

i {ocally!

G

INSURANGCE; I NC.

PROUDLY SERVING THE COMMUNITY SINCE 1970

Vincent S. Podmaska
Agent, Vincent S. Podmaska Insurance Agency
vinny@grahaminsuranceinc.com g

1465 Atwood Avenue ¢ Johnston, RI 02919
Tel: 401-273-8700 ¢ Fax: 401-273-0477

RORIGOID

BUYING and SELLING

Gold ¢ Silver « Diamonds * Jewelry * Coins
OLD, NEW OR BROKEN - WE BUY IT ALL!

ICES PAID! Sell with confidence
Hth:;' E?.IggNSED precious metal dealer.

LIC. #201901-001 i WM

SEMRIY - 1450 Atwood Ave, Suite 10, Johnston, RI 02919
401.525.CA%$H (2274)

GULLF.G“BLES
MON. 10AM-6PM ¢ TUES.-SAT. 9:30AM-6:30PM  CLOSED SUNDAY

\Nardone Painting Co.

: INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR WORK

Roofing, Siding and Windows
NOW OFFERING: Carpentry, v

|

1

: Kitchen & Bath Remodeling & Hardwood Floors P A

i Over 40 Years Experience — Quality Work N

I LICENSED & INSURED “
\

|

401-943-1675

I Luciano Nardone 27 Tweed Street, Cranston
Mention This Ad For $500 OFF Exterior Painting Jobs ($2500 & Over)
tt

John 3:16 / 14:6 | Cor. 15:3, 4

SALVATION PRAYER:
Dear Heavenly Father - I ask you to forgive me
my sins and direct my life. I believe JESUS shed his blood and
died for my sins and rose from the dead.
Iask JESUS to be my Savior and my Lord.
I pray in JESUS NAME. Amen
websites: 4laws.com ¢ ttb.org * Iwf.org * biblegateway.com

biblestudytools.com ° christianbasics.org * discoveryseries.org
christiankidstop100.com, warv.net

YOUR HOMETOWN OIL COMPANY

Warwick Oil /Valley Fuel Inc.

1343 Main Street, West Warwick Lic. #345

823-8113 Lic. #4344

° 24-Hour Emergency Service
- No Credit Card Fees
- Bulk Ultra Low Sulfur Diesel

CALL US BY 11:00 AM
RI LIHEAP Vendor



24 Johnston Sun Rise  Friday, April 23, 2021

Trustwgrthy, reliable drain cleaning services

Our Services Include:

* Drain cleaning ¢ Video Inspection

* Hydro jetting * Clogged sinks & toilets
» Showers and floor drains

 Sewer line repair / inspect / unclogged
* and much more

COVID-19 Compliant
24/7/365 Emergency Service Available
All Service Guaranteed

Exquisite
Painting
623-9470

4 Rl Reg. #1674
/mk eg. #16743

GUTTERS

* High Quality Aluminum Gutters

| Available in a Variety of Colors
'« Free Estimates * Fully Insured

PROTECTING YOURHOME STARTSATTHETOP W&
WITH NEW GUTTERS OR GUTTER GUARDS heg savis . %0

N

II\ y | = = 5 Y
) — L/

'T»

PATIOS  RETAINING WALLS
CONCRETE « WALKWAYS
FRE PIS

MULCHRI.COM

Direct Wholesale Landscaping Materials
Flat Fee Delivery

Various Colored Mulch ¢ Crushed Stone
Various Decorative Stone * Loam and Compost
Garden Mix and more!

Order On-Line 24/7

email: info@mulchri.com
www.MulchRI.com | (401) 486-7000

Call/Text
465-4546 ROBERT

4o NOW SCHEDULING
/| <0 SPRING CLEAN UPS

Lawn Services: Landscaping Services:
« Mowing and Maintenance | o Landscape Design

o Fertilize or Treat | o Flower Bed Preparation

«Sod and Seeding | and Cleanup

o Leaf Raking, Cleanup | e« Installation/Planting
and Removal | « Mulching or Rock Installed
o Fall Cleanup | e Synthetic Grass Installed

o Weeding « Lawn Aeration

Home Care Services
Junk Removal
Gutter Cleaning & Much, More

Call For Your Free Estimate Today!

We are a reliable, insured company that
services the Kent County area and more!

Call/Text Julio Rivera

401-262-1639
3 \lf‘:\\““%ﬂ‘v 7 jcalandscapingandplowing@gmail.com
S www.jcalandscapingandplowing.com

/’f
M l) I\II’

LENNY'S TREE SERVICE

« Brush Chipping « Lots Cleared
« Firewood « Pruning
« Landscape Construction

LENNY SHERMAN

25Yi E i
FuIIernas:sredx-pRTT.Iisg:fS « Free Estimates 4“1'441'9501

CALL TODAY FOR A TICK & MOSQUITO QUOTE

4/'»004

PEST & PROPERTY"
SOLUTIONS

= : ?‘r wWwWWw. ImcoInpestc&ntroI co,

« FREEDOMFROM WHAT BUGSYOULS o

225 Putnam Pike, Johnston, Rl 02919

Mention this ad and get
Dlsggg.é\!_f& RECYCLING $2 5 Off

10, 15, ,
(LIBER T Y
20530 SEER

Yard Dumpsters .
Family Owned and Operated!

Your First Container

Call Us Today:
1-855-85-TRASH

(Toll Free: 1-855-858-7274)
Servicing RI, MA & CT ¢ Licensed and Insured

. ' v i
/ W\\/ilb " M 1R




